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might have to pay State taxation in that
State as -well as here. The Minister has been
emphatic about preserving uniformity, and
perhaps will agree to have the words deleted.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Any profit
made in Western Australia should bear taxa-
tion here.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: That would he dual
taxation on the same amount.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: There is an
understanding between the States that tana-
tion will be collected in one State only. I
shall inquire why the words mentioned have
been introduced into the clause.

Hon. E. H. ANGELO: If arrangements
could be made that taxation on profits made
in Western Australia would be treated as a
deduction, say, in Victoria, well and good.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The clause
could not have the effect of creating dual
taxation, hut to Satisfy the hon. member, I
move-

That the further consideration of the clause
be postponed.

Motion (postponement) put and passed.
Clause 141-Where insured person is a

resident:
Hon. H. SEDDON: I suggest that as we

have made good headway and the hour is
late, the Minister might agree to report
progress at this stage.

The CHIEF' SECRETARY: I understand
that a large number of the remiining clauses
will ho accepted without discussion, and I
am anxious to make the greatest possible
progress to-night. Clauses to which amend-
ments are proposed will be postponed and
considered at a subsequent sitting-

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 142 to 166--agreed to.
On motion by the Chief Seoretary, con-

t,ideration of Clauses 167 to 174 postponed.
Clauses 175 to 213-agreed to.
On motion by the Chief Secretary, eon-

sideration of Clauses 214 and 215 postponed.
Clauses 216 to 22R-agreed to.

Progress reported.

House adjoutrned at 10.37 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-RAILWAY DIESEL
OARS.

Additional Coaches.
Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: Will

the Govern ment give the House an assur-
ance that no -more coaches of the Diesel type
will be made or imported for use on the
Government railways?

The PRMIER replied: No.

Position of Employees, Running Costs, etc.
Mr. WILSON asked the MAinister for

Railways: 1, Regarding the routes allotted
to the six new Diesel electric (coache.,, an-
nounced by the Commissioner of Railways-
Perth to Merredin, via Kellerberrin; Perth
to Mferredin, via Dowerin and Wyalkatchem;
Perth to Merredin, via York, Cjuaruding and
Bruce Rock; Perth to Katanniiw: Bunbury
to Pemberton and Northeliffe, and Bunbury
to Busselt on; Oeraldton to Mullewa, mid
Geraldton to Yuna-are these the total ser-
vices to he provided? 2, What is tile esti-
mated number of railway emjployees who
will he displaced by this innovation? 3,
What will he the approximate cost of the
foreign oil used for each journey? 4. What
would be the approximate cost of native coal
for each journey? 5, Is it the intention of
the department to carry goods on these jour-
neys? 6, If not, why not? 7, Is it the in-
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tention of the department to use in future
Diesel traction for the carriage of wheat,
timber, coal, Le.? 8, If not, why not?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, For the present-yes. 2, Nil. 3,
One penny per mile. 4, 21/d. per mile. 5,
No. 6, The vehicles are intended for coach-
ing services only. 7, No. 8, The present
steam traction suits requirements.

QUESTION-POICE.
Traffic Branch Revenue, etc.

Mr. STY-ANTS asked the Minister for
Police: 1, What was the total amount of
revenue received from all sources by the
Traffic Branch of the Police Department
for the 12 months ended the 30th June,
1937! 2, W'hat was the total cost of operat-
ing the branch for the same period'?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(representing the Minister for Police) re-
plied: 1, Revenue, being commission on and-
lections, £19,133; motor drivers' licenses
throughout State, £19,329. 2, Expenditure,
including salaries, telephones, postages, oper-
ation and maintenance of motor vehicles and
insurance, £12,150. Cost not allowed for
printing and stationery. In regard to costs
of collection no account can be given of the
percentage of cost for the time of members
of the force thronghont the State in attend-
ing to the ramifications of the collection and
issue of licensee.

QUESTION-SEWAGE TREATMENT
PLANT.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Water
Supplies: 1, Is the main sewage treatment
plant functioning satisfactorily? 2, Will he
investigate any complaints from residents
of Graylands, Claremont, as to offensive
odours emanating from the planti

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1, Yes. 2, The department
will investigate any complaints submitted.

IN VESTMENT COMPANY SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Report Presented.
'Ar. Tonkin brought up the report of the

select committee.
Report received and read.
On motion by Mr. Tonkin, ordered: That

the report and evidence be printed and eon-

sideration made anx order of the day for thle
next sitting of the House.

RURAL RELIEF FUND ACT AMEND-
MENT BILL SELECT COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On motion by Mr. McDonald, the time for
bringing up the report was extended to the
1st December.

BILJL-LOAN, £1,227,000.
Introduced by the Premier, andif rend a

first time.

MOTION-MINES DEPARTMENT,
UNDER SECRETARY.

To Inquire as to Directorships.
MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.441: 1

mnove-
That, in the opinion of this 1-louse, and in

view of the statement made in the '"West
Australian'' of the 21st September and the
''West Australian Mining and Commercial
Review'' (October issue) that Mr. A. J.
Oalanchini, who recently went on leave prior
to his retirement from his office as Under See.
rotary for Mines, had accepted a sent on the
local board of several of the companies eon-
trailed by the de Bernales group of inines,
thus contravening Section 8 of the Mining
Act, 1904, the Government should instruct the
Criminal Investigntion Rraneh to institute in-
quiries as to the truth of these statements
andi, if found correct, to institute legal pro-
ceedings against the said Mr. M. J. Calamehini
under the provisions of the section mentioned.

I sincerely hope hon. members will not mi.,-
interpret either my intentions or myv utter-
ances. Probably i would have been'able to
avoid moving the motion if the answers to
questions whichl T asked some time i_,o had
indicated that everything possible had beenm
done, and (lone by an impartial tribunal, to
ascertain the actual true position. I know
Mr. Calanchini particularly well. No fault
whatever was found with his work as a
State officer and an administrator. That,
however, does not blind me to the fact that
it is only human to err, and that Mr.
CalanchinL can err like any other individual,
that he too may be a victim to temptation
like any otter individual might happen to
be, I frankly state that all the ramiflcation
of this matter arc at least suspicious. I shall
endeavour to sbow what has led me to en-
tertain suspicions. When I asked my first
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question, the Minister replied in such a way
as to imply that it did not matter whether
Mr. Calanchini bad violated the law or not,
because, as he bad virtually relinquished
office, no action was to be taken. That
raises a point entirely apart from Mr.
Calanchini's alleged acceptance of certain
directorships. It reveals another position,
which leads me to the more important as-
pect. On the 14th October I asked the
Minister for Mines-

1, Has his attention been drawn to the fact
that Mr. Calanchini, Under Secretary for
Mines, wvithin three days of going on leave,
accepted positions on several boards controlling
various mining companies in Western Aus-
tralia? 2, If so, will hie assure the House that
official recognition will be taken of the position
and action taken under Section 8 of the Min-
ing Act?
The replies of the Minister for Mines to
those questions were-

1, Not officially-only by a newspaper pars-
graph. 2, If tile position is as stated, in view
of the fact that Mr. Calanchini hals virtually
given up his office and is on leave prior to re-
tirement, no such assurance can be given.
The Minister was emphatic. Mr. Calanchini,
I wish lion, members to understand, is stil.
Uinder Secretary for Mines in the service of
the State of Western Australia. Members
should bear that fact well in mind.

Mr. North: Under Secretary on final
leave.

Mr. MARSHALL: On leave. It need not
necessarily be final leave. The State can
retain the services of officers until they reach
the age of 65 years. I want hon. members
to understand that Mr. Calanchini is still
Tinder Secretary for Mines. Then they will
better appreciate the position. The Minis-
ter said he would not give an assurance.
'Why not? Can it be that a person of influ-
ence who breaks the law is to be immune on
that account? Is there to be one law for
the humble and lowly, and no law for the
person of affluence and high standing? The
Minister has failed to observe his oath to ad-
minister the law impartially and justly. His
reply is to the effect that because Mr. Caim-
chini is virtually on leave prior to retire-
ment-the Minister admits that Mr. Caian-
chini has not gone-he will not give the
House an assurance that action will be taken.
It appears to me that if one can muster
sufficient influence, or if one has held a high
position, the law is not effective against one.
On the other hand, if one is in lowly circum-
stances, there will be no hesitation in bring-

ing onw to boo0k and inflicting a penalty
proportionate to the offence committed. I
want the Minister, when speaking on the
motion, to state why he did not take any
action and "-as not at all concerned about
the matter. In his reply to my first ques-
tion he impllied that he knew from a news-
Jpaper paragraph that Mr. Onlanchini had
accepjted positions on various boards. In
that calse, why (lid not the Minister take
action immediately ? It was his job to do
SO. Would hie allow any other departmental
officer to break a law which he, the Minister,
has to administer? The 'Minister never even
investigated the matter. Mr. Calanchini
never denied the assertion. So far as I
know, he has not denied it up to date. I
wish to tell the Minister that so far as I am
personally concerned, I consider that Mr.
Calanebini has rendered loyal service to
Western Australia, but I want to remind the
Minister that when he eulogises services
rendered to the State, it is necessary to know
what those services have cost the State in
order that we may be able to appreciate cor-
rectly the exact value attaching to them. I
hear much, Mr. Speaker, and so do you,
especially of recent date, about the wonder-
fully loyal services that individuals have
rendered to the. State or to the Common-
wealth; but we are never told what those
services have cost. We have no guide, there-
fore, as to whether the services were so won-
derfully valuable, seeing that we do not
know how much they have cost. I would
like to know exactly what the loyal services
rendered in this instance have cost Western
Australia. I do not understand why the
Minister takes up such an attitude in this
matter. He appears to believe that because
an officer of the Mines flepartment has made
a search, that is all that is necessary-au
officer of the department of which the man
concerned is supreme head. Mr. Calanchini
is to-day Under Secretary for Mines, and as
Under Secretary for Mines he is supreme
head of the Mines Department. Yet the
Minister is quite satisfied with an inquiry by
a subordinate officer, and considers the result
of the inquiry is sufficient if the officer re-
ports, as he has reported, that all is well. I
am not so easily convinced as the Minister
is. I would like an investigation by an im-
partial authority, by someone entirely out-
side the Mines Department. I do not think
it fair to require a subordinate officer to
make inquiries as to the behaviour of a
superior officer. Such an investigation
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would not satisfy me. Now I wish to draw
an analogy which reveals the M-inister's in-
consistency. In the present ease he pro-
poses to take no action. He will have no
inquiry other than the inquiry which has
been held, and with -which he is satisfied.
Irrespective of what members may think,
that is the Only investigation he intends to
have. He does not propose to take any cog-
nusance whatever of the facts. He implies
that a person to whom he is favourably dis-
posed should not be subject to any law.
Now, what is the Minister's attitude on an-
other matter? Just by way of comparison,
let me mention that some years ago a few
unfortunate recipients of the dole or susten-
ance workers struggled into the little town
of Reedy. They put up some improvised
humnpies, and brought their wives and chil-
dren along and squatted there, while endea-
vourng to secure work. Under those condi-
tions they existed ana laboured for some
time. After town blocks had been surveyed
at Reedy, those people weare required to buy
blocks. When the Minister first came into
the picture, exorbitant upset prices had been
placed on the blocks. This aspect concerns
the Minister for Lands as well as the Minis-
ter for Mines. I asked those Ministers not
to press prosecutions for illegal squatting
against those poor unfortunate wretches, who
were listed to appear before the court; in Cue.
The blocks were then to be offered at a
reduced price which would enable those
people to purchase. What attitude did the
Minister for Mines take on that occasion?
He minuted on the file, "I do not propose to
interfere." Those poor people who were to
be brought before the court 72 miles away on
a charge of illegal squatting represented an
entirely different case. However, when it
conies to an Under Secretary for Mines, there
is no law for him. The law is only for the
poor and humble. It will be made effective
in their case. T desire to point out that
the first intimation the public received in
regard to -Mr. Calanehini's appointments was
by virtue of publication in the "West Aus-
tralian" 'of the 21st September last of the
f act that -.%r. Calanehini had accepted posi-
tions on various boards of directors control-
ling certain mining groups in Western Aus-
tralia. It was on that paragraph I based
my first question, which was asked on the
14th Octoher, two weeks after the paragraph
had appeared. Mr. Calanchini is a man of
high intellect and presumably of some sense
of responsibility. Yet, although that para-

graph appeared on the 21-, Septendawr, he
Find never attempted to relyl' to it up to the-
14th Octobier. After three weeks -not a con-
tradiction bad appeared. In confirmation of
that statemient 1 find that in the "~Western
Australian M1ining mid Commercial Re-
view's" October issue, -which I assume ap-
peared early in October, the following&
appears under the hcadin,% "Personal":-

'Mr. M, .1. Colaiichiai, who recently retired
from the position of U'ndeir Secretary for
Miiics, has ae-pted a seat on the local board1
of several companies controlledi by the lde Ber-
nales group of mines.

"Has. accepted" are the words used. That
was in October.

lon. P. 1). Ferguson: is; that a Western,
Australian journal?

Mr'. MARSH{ALL: Yes, it is printed and
issued by London House, Mnurray-stra't.
Thus we have two different publi-a-
tions containing a statement that has
not been denied. If Mr. Calanchini had
not accepted any of those positions,
he knew by virtue of his position as
Under Secretary for Mines, and a mining
warden, that there would be expected of him
a flat denial of the statements nuade. He
would be aware of the fact that he was in-
fringing Section 8 of the M1ining Act if the
statement were true, but he never took, any
action to deny the statement that hie had
accepted those positions. What are the facts?
On the 18th September he vacated office.
That was a Saturday. The 19th was a Sun-
day, and I am assuming that the office of this
particular group of mines would be closed.
Monday was the 20th, and the publication in
the "West Australian?' of the statement that
Mr. Calanchini had accepted the position
appeared on the morning of the 21st, leaving
only one day, the Monday, in which to make
all the necessary arrangements. for him to
vacate office as Under Secretary for _Mines,
and join the different boards of directors. A
mere'24 hours, and it is all done! It appears
most suspicious to me. Why was he sinigled
out? Why was he specially selected, and
why were his services so urgently required on
those bnards? lie is not a practical miner.
Hie is versed in mining law. Theoretically be
may have a fair knowledge, but as a practical
moiner I nam doubtful whether he would know
anything at all. I cannot see that his
presence on any board of directors would lie
of such importance, and that so much
urgency attached to it as to rush him
out of his office on Saturday afternoon
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and appoint him to the boards by Tuesday
morning. It appears as though arrange-
mients had already been made. If they were,
then Mr. Calanchini certainly has broken
and is still breaking Section 8 of the
Mining Act, one of the laws of this State.
It seems a remarkable thing that one par-
ticular person, who is the head of most of
these groups of. mines upon the boards of
-which Mfr. Calauchini is said to have
accepted a position, has been able for years
past practically to ignore all the covenants
in the -Mining Act, and has seemed to be
immune, being able practically to do almost
anything he desired within or without that
law for mtany years on end, all through his
ability to influence the M1ines Department.
Let me give one ease in point. Several years
ago their- was a great deal of trouble in get-
ting the Wiluna. mines working or thrown
open f or others to work. Considerable nego-
tiations took place. This property was in
liquidation, and the particular bead to whom
I hare referred was the company, and was
appointed by himself as liquidator. He held
extensive areas all over the State. Eventu-
ally the people of Wiluna mustered suffi-
cient money, came to Perth, and got per-
mission from a Supreme Court judge to
apply for the forfeiture of one of those
mines at Wilnuna. That procedure was neces-
sary and costly. Permission was obtained
from the judge, and they -returned to Wiluna
and applied for the forfeiture of one of the
leases. The warden said he was tired of the
area of laud this particular individual seemed
to be able to hold from anyone else, and
'would not work himself, and he recoma-
mended the forfeiture; but when it got to
the Mines Department, the recommendation
was upset and a fine of £50 or 21*0-1 am
not sure which, hut I think it was £50-
was imposed. At that time there was no
less a sum than £400 owing in rent for dif-
ferent 'blocks of land held. So far as I
know, none of the covenants of the Mining
Act had been complied -with. Mostly they
were being violated. Yet in spite of the
-recommendation for forfeiture, and with so
much money owing in rent, this man was
able to influence the department into
imposing a fine and leaving the lease
intact. The position became positively
rampant. I am sorry that members repre-
senting the outer goldfields are not here-
'fler would bear me out, and the Minister
for 'Mines. knows all about it, too. This man
could do almost anything and get away with

it. Time and again applications for for-
feiture and recommendations for forfeiture,
were sent to the Minister and overturned.
I do not know whether the fine was ever
paid. I know that the individual who was
entitled to one-half of the fine never got his
share. I think he died before payment was
made. I want to knowv how it comes about
that Mr. Calanchiai is so specially favoured,
why his services are required on those
boar ds? The Minister says lie holds no in-
terest. If he holds no interest, is this a re-
ward for past services? This man who is
chairman of directors of most of thesec
groups has held sway in tis country for
years. Hle could do things that no other
individual could ever get away with, simply
by virtue of beig able to influence the ad-
ministration in the Mines Department. I
want to know why 'Mr. Calanchini is so fav-
oured. Why were his services so urgently
required? They could not even wait until
he vacated office to place him on the boards
of directors. The Minister can have his own
opinion, but I want an investigation, and an
investigation by an independent tribunal,
one capable of making an investigation.
Knowing what I know about the chairman
of directors and his influence with the Mines
Department over many -years, I want a thor-
ough investigation into the whole of the
ramifications of this matter. It is all very
well for the Minister to say that 'Mr. Calaa-
ehini gave this country loyal service. That
may be so, but now I want to know what it
has cost the State and we will then be better
able to judge whether that service was
loyal. After all, if Mr. Calanchini has done
no wrong, why fear an investigation? If
Mr. Calanebini's actions are above board
and will stand investigation, why hesitate?
Why should the Minister hesitate? Why
should anyone hesitate? Is there any doubt
in the Minister's mind?

The Minister for Mines: None whatever.
Mr. MARSHALL: Then why not have an

investigation? Why hesitate?
The Minister for 'Mines: I am not hesi-

tating- at all.
Mr. M1ARSHALL: On two occasions the

Minister has denied me the right to an im-
partial investigation. If he thinks that
authorising a subordinate officer, or an offi-
crt with whom Mr. Calanchini has probably
worked for many years, to make an inves-
tirat ion is sufficient, then an investigation
has been ranted: bitt I do not think that
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m an investigation at all. I suggest that that
ia whitewashing process. I cannot under-

.stand why there should be any hesitation
wvhatever, if there is '10 fear of any guilt
being proved. Obviously this man has no
right on the boards. He is a warden until
his vacation is finished. He can hold no in-
terest nor- do anything in regard to any min-
ing proposition until his services to this
State have definitely terminated, and I sub-
,nut that the two publications 1 have quoted
definitely establish the fact that he hasfl
accepted the positions. Therefore he has
broken the law of the State, and conse-
quently an impartial investigation should be
made. I shall not be satisfied until it is
made. I am not going to agree that because
a person has held high office the lawv should
not apply to him, that he should be able to
flout the law at will, while others are
dragged in to meet the penalty imposed ac-
cording to the crime committed. It might
he asked why I should mention the Criminal
Investigation Branch. I do not know of any
other authority that would he competent to
make an investigation into a matter of this
sort. The evidence is that this man has
broken the law, and that being so there is
only one authority to make an investigation,
and that is the Criminal Investigation
Branch. It may appear that this is a ver w
drastic procedure to suggest, but the motion
is open to amendment if anyone can suggest
any better form of inquiry, hut certainly not
a departmental officer from the Mines De-
partment. I will never agree to that. Apart
from the Mines Department the motion is
open to amendment. Knowing what I do
know about the chairman of directors and
his activities spread over manty years I may
remark that it was commonly said on the
goldflelds years ago that this man was the
Mines Department, because he could do
things that no other p~erson could do and get
away with. That man, the subject of this
motion, was then Under Secretary for Mines.
If I held the opinion held by the Minister
for -Mines I would grant the investigation
and make it fully and freely open. But the
M1inister seems to prefer a special form of
inquiry by an officer of his department. So
much was given in the answer the Minister
returned to my question on the 9th Novenm-
her, when I asked were we to have an in-
quiry. The Minister replied as follows:-

A search of the share register and share
certificate books of the whole of the de Be,-

[73]

niles group of mining companies has been
made by a departmental officer, and has shown
that Mr. 31. J. Calanehimi does not bold, nor
has he ever held, any interest whatsoever in
such companies. Mr. Calanehini has tliere-
fore not contravened the provisions of Section
S of the Mining Act, 1904, and no action Will
bo taken.
Mr.% Caaneljini may not hold an interest, or
alternativey he may. But why is it that
that gentleman should be so favoured? I
think there is here a case that should be
investigated, and 1 can see no better auth-
ority to which to entrust the investigation
than the C.I.D.

On motion by the Minister for Mines,
debate adjourned.

BILLr-TIMBER INDUSTRY REGULA-
TION ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-HIRE PURCHASE AGREEMENTS
ACT AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL-LOTTERIES (CONTROL) ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 22nd Septem-

ber.
MR. NORTH (Claremont) [5.20]: Before

the second reading goes to a vote I should
like to make a few remarks upon the Bill.
There is a great calm in the House at pre-
sent, but whether it presages peace perfect
peace or a willy-willy, I cannot tell. How-
ever, while things are so very quiet I
should like to take the opportunity to try
to make a few points, quite in a selfish,
personal-interest way, that is to say, to
use the Bill for a purpose other than that
for which it was intended. There are in
the Bill only two points, one being to reduce
the cost of the lotteries, and the second
being to enable the Commission to be re-
lieved of a number of duties that they now
undertake hut which are burdensome to
them. I should like to analyse what was
in the mind of the member for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardefl-Oliver) when that lady
brought the Bill forward. I think she was
determined to air her disgust at the whole
oueaton of gambling. We are all of us
dis'rtsted with the gambling habit so firmly
entrenched in the community. But the
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habit is something much deeper than merely
betting on a horse. Itt is a very deep sense
in uis that comes down from the past. When
we condemn those who follow gambling,
-we are apt to forget that the state or con-
dition in which we live these days is en-
tirely artificial, as compared to the struggle
for existence from which we have emerged.
That was a far greater gamble for our
progenitors than anything we know to-day.
Since we have become more civilised and
have adopted certain social services, we
have reached a stage where really the whole
thing is entirely artificial, and if we ana-
lyse the thousands of persons who are
ganmlling- to-day in the city, we find that
after all they are doing very little in
the way of risk taking as compared
with what their predecessors did. The
putting of a few shillings on a horse, or
having a half-crown ticket in the lotteries,
is a very poor substitute for the seamy life
of our predecessors. Professor 'Murdoch
was right when he said we ought to import
a few lions and tigers and turn them loose,
.so that our lives might be made the
lbrighter and more exciting. I would urge
the member for Subiaco to treat gambling
as a symptom of a great need for that
excitement which is represented by the
law of the jungle. I have not tried it my-
se1f. The law of the jungle has passed and
zrone, at all events for us, and therefore a
half-n-crown bet is only a slight attempt
to import some little excitement into our
lives. I would urge the member for Subiaco
to accept a humble suggestion that might
invite a few members to support the mea-
sure. There are in all to be made three
suggestions, each part of a tripartite plan,
or the killing of three birds with one stone.
The first bird is to get on to those members
of Parliament who, under the Bill, must
not go to the Lotteries Commission in an
eff ort to secure money for their electorates.

Mr. Styants: Why not send the Bill to a
select committee?

M.%r. 'NORTH: No, let us give "Hansard"
a rest. It would be better if we could
agree that the Lotteries Commission should
provide a certain proportion of its funds-
for division amongst the 50 Assembly
seats, so much for each seat, That would
be something to work upon, and if it could
be agreed to we might then bring forward
a law that no member of Parliament should
ever pay out of his parliamentary allowance

another penny in his electorate. That
would stop the alleged bribery and corrup-
tion, or blackmail, whichever it really is.
That is the second part of the proposed
agreement. The third idea would be that
the money which is now being paid out by
membiners in their attempts to hold their
seats and gain popularity could be col-
lected and put into a fund from which we

shudhave pensions for politicians. If
we could get so much out of the Bill we
would 1e achieving a very laudable object,
hecause we could then tell the public that
party hacks were entirely of the past, and
that every politician -was provided for.

1M1% Hegney: Ts- this Utopia?
Ifv. -NORTHT: Therefore, if the Bill were

remodelled, aind wec could thus have money
from the Lotteries Commission, T would sup-
port it. Then it seems to me a lot of money
could he saved without harming those who
have to sell the tickets. Of course we must
make their job interesting- in order to make
it worth while for them. But it would be
possible for the Oovernment to mnake avail-
able to the ticket-selling agents many of the
Government's present advertising resources,

suhas railways, tramways and harbours.
There arc. many functions that the Govern-
inent undertakes which could he made avail-
able to those agents who sell the tickets, That
would reduce the overhead a good deal and
leave a lot more money to be distributed
amongst the hospitals and amongst the
funds for the districts of members of
Parliament, and in that -way we could
use our public utilities -without cost
to ourselves and so reduce the cost
of selling the lottery tickets. If mem-
bers will support those suggestions, then I
in turn will support the second reading.

MRS. OARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco-
in reply) [5.28] : The member for Claremont
hrings in Utopia every time he speaks. I
shall not take uip much time with my
reply, for I realise that the debate has been
so long delayed that many mnenmbers have
forgotten what it is all about. T wish to
thank the member for West Perth (Mr. Mc-
Donald) for his very able and considered
speech on the Bill. It was suggested by a
member opposite that the member for West
Perth had supported the Bill in a spirit of
gfallantry.

Mfember: No, chivalry.
The 'Minister for Employment: Re has a

very gallant temperament.
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Mrs. CARDEI-OLIVER: I am suffi-
tciently old-fashioned to appreciate the comn-
plimnent, and I am glad that there is one
zacinber opposite who believes that the spirit
of chivalry or of gallantry, whichever it m~y
be termned, is not dead. However, I am also
-conscious of the fact that the member for
West Perth (Mr. McDonald) supported the
Bill because, if it were enacted, it would be
in the best interests of the people. I also
thank the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) for his support. These two memn-
bers belong to the legal profession, and they
have minds trained to think clearly aIndl to
logical definitions. I feel that their support
is particularly valuable. I also wish to
thank those members who opposed the Bill,
but dlid so in a fair spirit of criticism, MyI I
repI ',v however, will be di-rected mainly to
those members who exploited the Bill-used
the Bill-to indulge in a vitriolic attack
upon the person of the memiber for Subiaco.
I am sure th~rc are many hon. members who
were saddened at the spectacle of the speedy
reversion to type that took place amongst a
few of the members whilst debating the Bill
a few weeks, ago. f nom also sure that they
were horrified to listen to the unbridled
speeces and questionable remarks that were
made under the protection of parliamentary
privilege. We are aware that under parlia-
mentary privilege we have an almost total
elimination of control in our speehes. We
have been elected to this House because we
are supposed to have reached the standard
of evolution under which control by an out-

sieforce is no longer necessary.
Mr. Styants: 'What force are you talking

ab)out-?
Mrs. CAIRDELTrOLTVER: There is an

outside force, which controls the speech of
the general publie. We are supposed, how-
ever, to havre-ached that standard of evolia-
lion wlieit sucth control is no longer nece%
sary. Therefore, under parliamentary prii
leges we get to know our fellow-members as
theyv really are.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

3Lr,,. CAR DELL-OLIVER: I am not go-
ing to listen to any interjections. I do niot
think you need worry, 'Mr. Speaker.

Mr. SPEAKER: I am not worrying:- I
am onk- carr viner out the Standing Orders.

Mr,,. CARDELL-OLIVER: I also thank
the member for Onildford-Midland (Hon.
WV. D. Johnson) for his efforts to secure the
closure. He probably knew the type of de-

bate that was about to take place, and
wished, in his niceness of character, to spare
the feelings of the member for Subiaco.
But, Sir, it is more than probable that be
wished to save his party from the disgrace,
the odium, and the contempt that usually
attach themselves to unsportsmanlie and
unwarranted attacks of that kind.

Mr, Styants: 'fell uts somiething about the
Bill.

Mrs. CARIIELL-OLIVEII: The member
for 0 nildford-Midland has had great Iar-
liajuentary experience. Ile knows, from his
political life, ats the member f of Subiaco
knows from her experience of life, that 95
per cent. of the public-the Public-are
fair, and like a boomerang any odium and
hatred that may accrue from the attack
made upon the member for Subiaco will
somie day return to the feet of those who
cast it. It is the taking of such license under
parliamentary privilege that will evenitually
destroy free speech in Parliament. T agree
with M1r. Meazies, who, in effect, said that
members who make questionable renmarks ini
the House should be forced to repeat themn
outside so that they can be dealt with as
ordinary citizens. I thank the member for
Maylands, j'-It. Shearn) for his support. I
do n~ot ag-ree with his contention that it
would be necessary for a member of Parlia-
mnent to leave the board of any organisation
which wishied to approach the Lotteries
Commission for funds. There are members
in this House who have never aipproachied
the Commission for funds and are quite con-
tent with the manner in which their parti-
cular electorates are dealt with lw the Com-
mission. In reply to the mcenber for Nelson
(Mr. Doust) it was not apparent that he had
either studied the Bill or the Act itself. He
said there wav nothing to tie gained by pass-
ing the measitre. If £C12,000 a Year means
nothing- to him I have no arguments to use
ag-ains t his remarks. That is the amount
-which would have been saved this Year if
this Bill 'had been in operation. That
amiount would have gone to the support Of
hospitals that are so badly in need of assist-
enee -and elementary equipment. He did not
grasp the fact that the Lotteries Commission
-would have exactly the same amount to
spend for administrative purposes as it now
spends, that is, if the amount of commission
paid to agents for the sale of tickets was
reduced. The hon. member did not think
that at 5 per cent. commission for this pur-
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pose was sufficient. 'rhis is a business, Mr.
Speaker, without capital, without any risk,
and it is a business with very little if any
personal exertion. It cannot, therefore, be
dealt with as an ordinary business. I would
ask the hon. member how iiiany of the farmn-
ers in his district get I per cent. without
having to spend any capital or engagle in
any personal exertion. There is not one inl
the State. I should like to ask the hon.
member it lie would care to accept a busi-
ness returning 5 per cent. without any capi-
tal expenditure or personal risk. He would
jump at it. The member foi M1t. 'Marshall
(Mr. Warner) opposed the Bill with somne
heat. I have no quarrel with any member
who opposed it. MTy quarrel is with those
mnembers who exploited the Bill to express
sentiments concerning the member for
Suhiaco which they would not otherwise
have dared to express. The inember for
Avon (Mr. Boyle) allowed his imagination
to run riot. He said I hadt east aspersions
upon the integrity of mnembers of the House
and on the Lotteries Commission. That is
not true. I will read what I actually said,
namely, that by granting to the member for
Victoria Park all that be wanted the Comi-
mtission. had wittingly or unwittingly caused
him to change his mind in regard to lotteries.
My purpose there was to show that per-
sona] motives mnight wittingly or unwit-
tingly induce members- permanently to in-
corporate lotteries in the life of the nation.
Further oni I said I did not infer that there
was any bribery or corruption. I said that
the Commission might be composed of the
most honest and politically unbiassed men,
and that members who approached the Comn-
mission for grants might be imbued by the
most honest and genuine motives. Never
throughout the course of my speech did I
east aspersions on any member of the H~ouse
or of the Commission. The truth is that
some members were not concerned about the
Bill or any of its provisions. They wvere
intoxicated wsith a spirit of revenge, inspirad
by three motives. They were actuated by
these motives, firstly because T had attackedt
S.P. betting. I had made it clear to the
public that either the Goverment did not
want to control S.P. betting or that it dared
not control it. The second motive arose
from the fact that I had dared to contest,
almost successfully, the Fremantlc seat
some years ago. There ivas a determination
on the part of various members of the House

to prevent tue fromt participating in the re-
cent contest in the interests of the President
of the National Party. In the third plate,
their desire for revenge was caused from
the fact that I had dared to tell the Govern-
ment that the children were underfed and
that the condition of sustenance men had be-
come hopeless, and that the relief system was
rotten. It is easy enough for members to
laugh whilst miany are starving. Memibers
have laughed every time I have spoken
in the House on these subjects. Mem-
bers based their charges against the
Bill upon1 imaginary insults, and fought
the member for Rubiaco with ft orgy of
abuse, hut gave very little if any considera-
tion to the Bill itself. I have the greatest
sympathy for country members who imagine
they have got more for their electors by
personal solicitation of the Lotteries Corn-
mission. If looked at calmly can we say that
this is soI If it is true is it not a greater
indictment than anything I have said? If it
is true, are not mnembers charging themselves
with the very thing., they are now pro-testing
against?

Mfember: That shows the mind you have.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It is at least
an intelligent one. rid not the Minister for
Lands tell us. on one occasion that a farmner
received £9,000 more fromi the Agricultural
Bank as a result of the solicitation of memq-
hers,-? Did not the Minister for Justice tell
uts, when discussing a licensing measure, that
applicants to the board endetivoured to
charmi the board? Did not the ineniher for
Murehison endeavour to chiange the personnel
of the board to that of a magistrate, because
lie dlid not believe in the way in which
applicants charmed the board? f Members
-should be consistent. If it is not right in one
case to make applications to boards it is not
right in another ease. Too much protesta-
tion is not good. 'Members know the old
French proverb, "He wvho excuses himself
accuses himself."' The Lotteries Commission
is paid to administer the lotteries fund.
If there is any inal-distribution or mal-
administration of these funds the mat-
ter should be fought out on the floor of this
House. The Mfinister for Agriculture spoke
of a flying doctor, and insinuated that the
Commission had givcn the money to enable
a Hlying- doctor to he establishted in the
North-Wes;t. It is the job of the Government
to see that there are doctors in the North-
West, and flying doctors if they are neces-
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sary. By thme Act the Mlinister for Health
con~trols a sumn of £250 per lottery drawv,
which he can give to merely fairly charitable
organisations, outside of the charitable grants.
He is the liaison officer between this House
and the Commission, if any money of that
description is required. We seem to have a
unique brand of politicians in this House. I
know of no other State in Australia or of
any other country in the world where politi-
cians are so whole-heartedly merely relief
workers as they are in this State. I know of
no other State or country where they are so
subjected to abuse as in this State and where
they are subjected to such ridicule. That
is due to the fact that our politicians make
hacks of themselves in going from depart-
ment to department seeking for special
conditions for this or that person, or for
this or that organisation. The result is that
they have no time in which to attend to their
appropriate legislative duties, or to cure by
legislation the very ills that they seek to
alleviate in the individual. That is why so
many of our Acts require amndment before
evens the printer's ink is dry' . The member
for Avon in endeavouring to support the
morality of lotteries made a quotation
from the Bible, a most unfortunate quota-
tion-"They cast lots for His raiment.:,
Who cast lots for His raiment? Mr.
Speaker, it was the pagan Roman soldiers
-who were crucifying Christ, not because
He was the man Jesus, but because of His
ethical teaching, because of His moral laws
and because of Christian ideals as we know
them to-day. Has the passage of 2,000
years after Christ's teaching meant so little
to us that hon. members in this supposedly
Christian Parliament can vie with one an-
other in attempting to politically crucify
any man or woman who stands for what be
or she believes to be Tight? Will hon.
members dare throw out a Bill the object
of which is to promote the welfare of the
people'? Will they dare to defeat a mea-
sure the object of which is to help towards
eliminating evils that are eating into the
hearts of the community-a community in
which some of you are fathers, but all of
you are sons? Members have had the pro-
tection of Christian homes and have lived
under the protection of a Christian flag and
have been elected to protect the people of
the State. I say shame on any hon. mem-
ber who dares to quote the circumstances
surrounding the crucifixion of Christ to de-

fend legislation that hie knows to be not in
the best interests of the people. IMembers
can laugh, but I say that theit' laughtier
rings of the paganism that has gone down
the ages. However much members may
imagine that my Bill has hurt their pride,
they know in their hearts that it is honest
in its purposes and that its underlying
muotive is to prevent lotteries increasing
their hold upon the life of the nation and
so impregnating society that it will be
impossible to eradicate them or deal with
the evils that accrue front them. During
the course of the debate, members con-
tinually asserted that Australians wvill
gamble. This Bill does not attempt to-
prevent them gambling, but the present
system has resulted in increasing the
number of agents for the sale of lottery
tickets until we now have almost 900 agents
throughout the State, so that they are
tern which has resulted in increasing the
now in every small town and village
throughout the country. The present
liystem has resulted in increasing the
advertising of lotteries until we have
reached the present stage of deluding
youthis into the belief that they can secure,
through investment in a ticket, sufficient
to enable them to live without doing any
wvork-deluding poor people into the belief
that they can escape from poverty by pur-
chasing a lottery ticket. The present sys-
tern of allowing 10 per cent, to the sellers
of tickets which serves to create a vested
interest in the sale of those tickets, and
the effect of wvhich has been to double the
subscriptions within a short period of a. few
years, is all absolutely wrong. I grant that
the lotteries commissioners are paid to do
the best they can in their job nod that
they are expected to make the lotteries
pay. On the other hand, we in this House
are paid to so control legislation that the
morality of the nation is not sapped.

-Mr. Hegney: Your political party intro-
duced the legislation in the first place.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Our present
system-

Mr. Hegnev: Your party started the
business.

'Mr. SPEAKER: Order! There is too
much conversation going on.

M rs. CARDEL-OLITVER: Our duty is
to control the business and not to extend
it. It is not for us to do anything that
will extend the gambling evil nor is it
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for us to subsidibe institutions for which
the Government are responsible, by means
of games of chance. Now I come to the
member for 'Murchison (Mfr. Marshall).

Mr. Hlegney: W~hy pick him!?
Mrs, CARDIELL-OLTYElI: That hon.

member 'a ungenerous insinuations against
a brother citizen were beneath contempt.
The dining room of this House is a com-
men meetinug place for members and their
friends and it it is to be used for cheap
electioneering propaganda, and the names
of friends are to be bandied about for
political lpurIpose,., then the sooner visitors
are banned from this House altogether, the
better. The contemptible advantage taken
with the object of discrediting the Presi-
dent of the National Party during his elec-
tion campaign was so vulgar that no words
of mine can express my abhorrence of such
methods. As for the interjector who said
that I gt mv nomination through giving
lncheons to the President of the National
Party, I say that member has the soul of a
linniet and the courage of a cockroach. He
would not dare to make that statement out-
side. I notice there is no mention of it in
"Hansard" and that is the reason T am re-
posting it now. l am determined that future
Parliaments, will know to what depthis of
degradation sonme members, have sunk in
order to achieve what they think may hie a
little political advantage.

M1r. Withers: You do not imagine the Bill
will roach the Committee stage?

Mrs. CAR DELL-OLIVER: I do not mind
two hoots about that. I know that members
have already decided, and so they will E-ct
all I wvant to say at this stauv.

Members: Hear, hear!
Mrs. CAR DELI.-OLIVER:- As for the

M1inister for Agricuilture there are no ex-
ensesc. We could expect the back benchers
to make irrespunsible statements, but a Mfinl-
ister mus-t always be en garde.

Mr. Heaney: Are you a back beneher?,
Mrs. CAR1DELsL-OLTYERII: The Mfinister

should be above petty mneannesses. There is
anl old %aying that "handsome is as hand-
some does."

Mr. Lambert: Speak for yourself.
Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : It -till holds

good to-day. The "Minister spoke of my
want of generosity, v but his speech was in-
dicative of the fact that his education has
not taught him the meaning of the word
"generosity." I would like to remind him

that education does; not necessarily mean
culture, and what we are suffering, from in
our civic and public life is the lack of that
innate quality. He endeavoured to illus-
trate his argument and to impress his con-
freres with what he believed to be a clever
speech by quoting from "A Woman of No
Importance" by an author whom he de-
scribed as "the great Oscar Wilde." Had
the "Minister for Agriculture prefaced his
remaTks by telling the House that Oscar
Wilde wais the greatest sex pervert of his
day; had he told the House that the channel
boats from England to France carried away
scores of young men escaping from the con-
sequences of the English law-young men
who had been contaminated by the Oscar
Wilde school, I do not think the Minister
would then have dared to insult any member
of this House by quoting from Oscar Wilde's
play "A Woman of No Importance." The
whole world knew that to Oscar Wilde
no "'oman was of any importance. I
-wonder that those hon. gentlemen who are
so sensitive of their integrity and aire so
jealous of their reputations did not rise in
indignation at the insult hurled at then) by.
the 'Minister for Agriculture. The name of
Oscar Wilde was not mentioned for years
in England after his trial, and is only
spoken of now with the greatest reserve. We
do not put his books before our children to
read, no matter what their literary quality,
becaulse of the fear that the young people
will ask what manner of manl was
thu. author. I am astonished that the
mind of a 'Minister of the Crown and
a Minister for Education has travelled
sso slowly-or should it be "slow"-that he
Ilas not caug-ht uip with those authors who
believe that all wromen of the world are of
importance because they are mnothers of the
race. The M1inkter also took his revenge
upon me for my outspokenness, which hie
elasseil as want. of generosity, hut I wvoud
remind him that revenge is the abject pleas-
ure of an object mind. It i;s the inheritance
of weak souls. The Minister said that I had
not commented upon plaragraph Ii) of the
Bill. That is true and I apolo 'Eise to the
Hfouse. M.%y confreres know tlhat it w.1as im-
tended to delete paragraph (i) when we
reached the Committee stage. That para-
graph wvas included byv the framer of the
Bill and when I rang him up about it hie
said it could be deleted when the Bill was
being dealt with in Committee. That was the
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reason why I did not mention it when mov-
ing, the secoud reading. But even if that
were to be left in the Bill, it would make
hut little difference. The only diffeiene
would be to take away the right of the Mlin-
ister to give f9250 per lottery to boy scouts,
sea scouts or any other scouts he liked t
nominate for charitable purposes.

Hon. P1. D. Ferguson: It has never been
used in that way.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Money has
been given to the boy scouts and the Mlin-
ister has the right to permit or not to per-
nit.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: No.

M.%rs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Yes. He has
that right. A little while ago some sewerage
work that rightly belonged to the Public
Works Department was undertaken by the
Lotteries Commission. The M1inister can
permit or need not permit. He has the sole
power. The Minister sneeringly commented
up~on some figures I quoted, but his were as
wrong as those of his best author. He said
that the sellers of share tickets in Queens-
land received a commission of 13 per cent.
When I delivered my second reading speech,
I said that the Queensland Government gave
five per cent., which is correct. The Minis-
ter's inference was that the sellers would
make up the extra amount of commission
by selling- tickets on the share basis. That is
perfectly true. What the Minister did not
tell members was that in Queensland it is
permissible to sell share tickets. A 5s. 6d.
ticket may be sold in six shares, but there
are conditions attached to the sale of those
tickets. The seller of a share ticket is not
allowed to sell shares for more or less than
Is. for each one-sixth share, but a reduction
in the price may be allowed where the pur-
chaser desires to secure a number of shares
at one time. In the 1)o0k issued to agents it
is shown that the Government does give five
per cent., but the agent is allowed to charge
up to what would represent 13 per- cent., but
to secure that he must act according to the
conditions set out, shoulder the cost of print-
ing the share tickets, which are to be in ac-
cot-dance with the form prescribed and set
out in the book of conditions. There arc
other provisions regalrding the numbers of
tile tickets and provisio is made that if
thei-e should he sold tickets bearing the same
mnmber, then the sellers of the tickets bear-
ing- the winning- numbers, shown on the result
slips must be responsible for thle payment

of the amounts won b)y those ticket.,. In
other words, they must stand hy any istake
and pay out. There are various other eon.-
ditions that are imposed upon the agents in
Queensland, but the fact remains that they
do not reeive anything like 13 per cent, as
the Minister intimated they did. After the
Mlinister bad sneeringly remarked about my
figures I wired to the Director of Lotteries;
in Queensland and I received from him the
following telegra:

percentages of expenses for year ended
Mit June, 19.37, commission 5.26, w'ages 1.65,
working expenses 1.26.

That makes a total of 8.17. Therefore every
thing I said about the expenses in connec-
tion with lotteries in, Queensland was correct
to within a few points. The Minister also
insinuated that I was sponsoring a Bill that
"-old Perpetuate gambling, although I had
protested against it. That is another school-
boy howler. As a matter of fact, the Lot-
teries (Control) Act has to be reviewed
annually, and if my amending Bill were
passed it would be incorporated in the
Act and would be before the Government
annually. In that ease, the responsi-
bility would still rest with the Glovernment.
Althougzh my Bill has had such a hostile re-
ception fronm many members, I wish to in-
fonm the House th;at it has the support of a
majority of the churches, and also the sup-
port of many women's organtisations. 'The
reason for that suplport is that those bodies
realise that in some small measure the Bill,
if it passes, will stifie the unwholesome
gr owth of lotteries that are eating like a
cancer into the heart of the State. Before I
conclude, I should like to refer to what the
Minister said in the course of his remarks
when speaking earlier in the session. He
told us that the morals of the House were
n better for my presecile. I can only re-
mind them that evolution is terribly glow.
I caine to this House to serve the public
and not throw bouquets at the Government.
I camne prepared to give aind take in connec-
tion with all political subjects. I have
always voted with the Government on any
social welfare measure which I considered
wvas in the interests of the people. But
when it comes to personal attacks with the
object of endeavouring t-) defeat Bills which,
if enacted, would help the comnnunity, I am
determined that I will .how no quarter. I
was% informed when I entered this House
that I was merely a member and must not
expect the privileges of a woman. I never
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asked for them, and do not want them, but
I notice that when some members wish to
defeat wholesome legislation, they endeavour
to do so by attacking me as a woman.
Therefore I shall defend the legislation
which I bring forward as a woman. I re-
commend the Minister to read a few verses
by Rudyard Kipling entitle, "The Female
of the Species is Mfore Deadly Than the
Male." If he does not understand the inter-
pretation of the author, may I suggest to
him that the female of the species is more
deadly because she is not only the mother
but the defender of the race. I should like
to tell the MAinister also that if he desires to
know whrere a great deal of our present
legislation is leading the couutry, I recom-
mend him to read a few more verses by the
same author entitled, "The City of Brass."
That is the story of a ruined civilisation,
ruined by legislators; who had not the wis-
dom to balance a spiritual education of the
race with the material, social and economic
advantages of that race. To-day it is obvi-
eus that civilisation is heading for a down-
fall. I have bad much pleasure in submnit-
ting this Bill, and I now ask those members
who may have decided to vote against it to
reconsider their decision and vote for it, so
that we may put the lotteries if they miust
continue, may be onl a sounder tooting finain-
cially, and save thousands of pounds a year
to the country. I ask them to east their
votes for a Bill that in seone small way seek~s
to protect the young, to safeguard the youth
and also the family life of the State. By
doing that, members will he fulfilling the
trust that has been reposed in them by their
electors.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result-.

Ayes

Noe,;

19
26

Mlajority against

Mrs. Cardell-Olivev
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Hill
Mr. Bushes
M r. Kteenan
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Latham
M r. Mann
Mr. McDonald
Mr. MeLarty

A rEs.

Mr. North
*1r, Patrick
*Mr. Sampson
A I Seward
31r. Shearn
%IV qimibor-
'Mr. Thorn
Mrv. Waits

11r. Doney
(riter.)

Noe.
Mr. Boyle Mr. Needham
Mr. Collier Mr. Nulaen
Ar. Coverley N]r. Rodoreda,
Mr., Cross Mr. Sseman
Mr. Doust Mr. F9. 0. L. Smith
Mr. Fox Mr. Styants
Mr. Hawks Mr. Tonktn
Mr. H 55D_:, Mr. Troy
Miss Holman Mr. Warner
Mr. Johnson Mr. willatck
Mr. MaIrshall Mr. Wisa
Mr. MtlllngtonL Mr. Withers
Mr. Munsie Mr. Wilson

(Telf-v. i

Question thus negatived; the Bill defeated.

RETURK-TOTAISATOR
OPERATIONS.

Debate resumed from. the 29th September
on the following motion by Mr. Raphael-

That a return be- laid upon tie Table of
the House showing-

(1) The number of totalisators registered
in this State, or operated under registration,
since the cona-nencenient of the racing year'
in 1927, and where they are eachi situated,
separately set out, if mjore than one on any
one course.

(2) The grems taking of each totalisator,
set out for each year, since 1927 to date.

(3) The annual net taking of each totali-
sator remaining undistributed after the de-
clarations of dividends.

(4) The total of dividends unpaid, for
each year, for each totalisator.

(5) As every statemnent of snch figures
is statutorily dieclared b 'y the secretary of a
tint' or a nmeiiber of coniniittee, whether the
statement of such figures has been arnnually
checked aind verified by the Auditor General.

(6) If niot, why not, and whepther such
will be inaugurated immediately.

(7) Whether it is legal for totalisator
tickets to be sold at less than fire Shillings
each ;if so, undler Whait authority.

THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock-
Geralilton) [6.9]: I hare no objection to
supplying the information. I have the re-
turn hero, and it can be laid onl the Table of
the House.

Question put and passed.

MOTION-RAILWAY MANAGEMENT
AND WORKING.

To inqirre by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 211th September
on the following motion by M1r. Seward:-

That in the opinion of this House a Royal
Coinmaissian should he appointed to inquire into
and report on the mnanagement aind workings
of the Western Australian Government Rail.
ways, with particular reference to its relation-
ship to modern transport facilities.

. . 7
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THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS (Hon.
F. C. L. Synith-Brownhill-lvanhoe) [6.10]:
The hon. member who submitted this motion
has asked the House to express anl opinion
whether a Royal Commission should bt, ap-
pointed to inquire into and report on the
inanavenient and working of the railwvays of
the State, with particular reference to the
relationsipj to inodern transport facilities.
The proposition, I submit, is rather a big
order. After all, the question of the appoint-
nient of a Royal Commission for anry pur-
pose whatever is not one that should be
treated lightly. A Royal Commission, par-
ticularly one to inquire into all the ramifica-
tions of the rail way service, would involve,
as the bon. member has suggested, the bring-
ig, to this State of an authority or expert
from some other part of the world. As that
would entail considerable expense, one would
have exlpected the hon. member to attempt to
justify his attitude. The hon. member did
not put forward anly argument to support
the appointment of a Royal Commission, or
to induce members to express an opinion that
a Royal Commission should be appointed for
the purpose he indicated, even if the Royal
Commnission were to cost nothing, as a result
of its appointment and subsequent inquiry.
But if he did bring forward arguments to
justify the appointment of a Royal Comnmis-
sion, wvith its consequent cost to the State as
the result of its appointment, and the time
it would take to conduct the investigation, it
could not be carried out without indicting the
existing management of the railways in the
State and reflecting upon0 the ability of the
Commissioner and the officers of the Railway
Department in respect to the administration
of the various branches under their control.
Personally I think that no ease was made
out andt that there is no necessity for a Royal
Commission, or any' form of inquiry, into
the management of the railways.

Mr. North: Was there any result from the
previous commission of inquiry?

3a'. Styants: Too right there was. We gt
super-heated engines which were worth thou-
sands of pounds to the State.

The -MIN ISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 'We
would have got those eng-ies in any ease.
Generally speaking,1 the recommendations
made were not such that the existing man-
agement and the experts in their respec-
tive branches were not aware of them.
We all knqw that the railways in this State

in respect to the standards existing could be
improved upon.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pl.

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not contend that we have a particularly fine
standard in our railway system. Becauise of
that, our railways offer an inducement to the
hypercritical to launch an offensive against
them. We have built our railways for tbe
purpose of developing the vast area under
our control and so, if only from the point
of view of mileage and the standards suit-
able to our economic development, it is easy
for critics to take standards that prevail in
a country like South Africa, where the capi-
talisation of the railways is seven times as
great as it is here, thoughi the mileage is less,
or a country like Java in its stage of de-
velopment and with its rich resources, or a
highly industrialised country like Japan with
its millions oC population and its vast de-
velopment. We must remember that we have
a huge State comprising nearly a million
square miles. We have constructed an ex-
tensive railway system, and we have a mile
of railway to about every 100 people, a ratio
that exists, I suppose, nowhere else in the
world.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: You must not let
that be an excuse for any slackness.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There is no question of slackness.

Mr. Marshall: Financial obligation.
The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

I do not think anyone would challenge the
railwvay service in respect of its efficiency
consistent with the rolling stock and the lines
at the disposal of those in charge of them.
The member for Pingelly, in mioving the
motion, said that certainly during the past
few years this State had been passing
through a depression and naturally one
would expect the fig-ures to show a decline,
but even taking that into consideration, we
were emerging from the period of depres-
sion and there was not the slightest ques-
tion that during the depression a vast amount
of produce was raised, and there was not
that excuse for any great decline in the
railway figures. I think that is a prepos-
terous contention and one that lays the bon.
member open to a charge of definite hostil-
ity to and prejudice against the railways
generally. Duringr the depression, as every-
body knows, all classes of industry suffered.
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Acreages declined, production enormously
decreased, the national income was reduced,
and there was unemployment on a scale
never previously experienced in the State.
Storekeepers, farmers and merchants, even'-
where were facing bankruptcy, business geil-
eraily was stagnant and prices were so low
as to make production unprofitable. The
bon. member said that none of those develop-
ments arising out of the depression could be
regarded as all excuse for the decline in rail-
way figures,. He wvent on to say that a con-
siderable amount of the State's business was
increasing, but that if we took the increase
occurring' in the volume of business being
done by-the railwa
the natural incea.
manufacturing sect
realise that the rai
ing to keep pace w
losing ground. WI
Of business that
people speak of on
and of having rco
formerly enjoyed.
place has been in
that we have pr
waiting for a recov
duction to bring ii
v'iouslv enjoyed.
of the wheat p:
years:-

1931
1932
1938
1930
1937

There has also be
the wool clip, as th

1932
1933
1934
1936

From the "Quarte
I have taken the
the volume of exp
pared with 1936-3

Butter

Eggs ill shel

Beef

W~heat

Exports of fruit slightly increased in 1936-
37 as compared with 1932-33. Thus in all
our principal export products there was a
decline in the volume. In any year that we
care to take during the past four or five years
there will be observed a tendency for the
volume of production to decline rather than
to increase. Yet, notwithstanding that fact,
railway revenue has increased, and instead
of the railways losing ground and slipping
into a retrograde position, the reverse has
been the experience. The ear-nings of the
railways during the last five years have been
as follows--

2

tys and compared it with 19343 . . 2,990,3140
se in the producing and 1934 .2,9.0,315~3

ions, of the State, we must 1936 . . . 3,446,161
Iways were not only fail- 1937 . .. 3,462,037
ith that increase, but were Thus railway earnings have increased every
here, I ask, is this volume year during the past five years, showing that
is increasing? We hear new business has been secured.
rhaving tufted the corner Mr. Styants: And there has, been a reduc-
,vered that prosperity we tion of freights, too.
What recovery has taken The MfINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

the prices of commodities Yes. The increased earnings came tfrom the
oduced, and we are still increased carriage of goods of the higher
err in the volume of pro- classes, which the member for Pingelly sug-
Sup to the level wve pre- gestedl the railways were not carrying. The
Here are round figures wheat tonnage hauled in 1933 was 1,04,011,

roduction during recent whereas in 1937. because of the reduced har-
vest, the tonnage hauled "as 485,906. The

bushels, earnings for those twvo years were-1933,
,0,00(oo £2,932,140; 1937. £:3,462,037. That definite

* 41,000,000 jncrease has been obtained, as the member
*. 41,000,000 for Kalgoorlie pointed out, after reducing

23,nO 000the freight on goods of the higher classes,21"00:000 those having been the goods that increased
en a definite decrease in oar business. The hon. member also spoke
e following figures show: of certain stations having been reduced in

lbs. status. I suppose it is quite possible to
7 5,000,000 point to some station that has been so re-

78,00,000 duced, but I venture to say that if one knew
89,000,000 the local conditions where such redaction
6300,00 has taken place a completely satisfactory ex-

rlloStist igure Asowing planation of it would be found. I rememberfollwin fiuresshoing Onl one oeciasion, when making a tour through
ports in 1N32-33 as comn- the southern part., of the State, coming to
7:- a place called Caballing. Caballing had a

1932-33. 1936-37. fine hotel and a fine hall; there was a fine
lbs. lbs. bank, together with other good buildings;

2,297.431 1,65-2,30)8 and yet the p~lace was like a deserted village.
dozen, dozen. TVhe district showed ever , sign of a former

12-537,03i, 1,239,647 local prosperity; but due to developments
lIbs. Ils. which had occurred, probably as the result

14,406,036 11,226,i)86 of farmers takling up higger holdings or

eltols . centals. possibly as the result of motor traffie. the
19,41C1.SC%2 S,268,240 place had definitely declined. And so we
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find in other places, by reason of certain
lotal developments having nothing whatever
to do with the Railway Department, a de-
dine in the business offering for the rail-
ways. But, as a matter of fact, while in the
past rwo years only one station, Salmon
Gums, has reverted to the status of an un-
attended siding, three new stations have been
opened at Big Bell, Tuckanarra and Larer-
ton-the last two having previously been un-
attended sidingsI. The bon, member seemed
to make much of the debt per head on ac-
count of the railways. He seemel to be
under the impression that because the debt
pci' head of population had increased , the
debt per head in connection with the railways
had increased also. I do not think there is
much in that contention. On the 30th June,
1937, the capital account of the railways
stood at £25,990,025. The railways them-
selves to-day represent an asset worth con-
siderably more than that amount, because
the whole of the system has been maintained
ats nearly as possible at 100 per cent.
efficiency. I am aware that maintenance was
neglected by the previous Government dur-
ing the depression, The maintenance of our
existing assets was definitely neglected then.
However, the present Government advanced
from loan funds for the purpose of over-
taking the arrears of maintenance, and those
arrears have been overtaken. T-he hon.
member says there is great need for im-
provement, in the railways, but the improve-
ment of our railways must depend upon
the amount of funds available for that pur-
pose. From. time to time improvements
are affected so far as funds allow. ]In the
various reports submitted to this House by
the Gommissioner of Railways those ins-
provenients have been indicated. As a re-
sutt of thenm tbere is additional comfort
for passengers. in his 1934-35 report the
Commissioner points out that better and
cheaper refreshments have been provided,
that softer sleeping berths are available,
that hot water bottles are obtainable in
sleeping cars now. There has been im-
provement effected in the ladies' waitingr
room at Kalgoorlie, improvement in the
parcels traffic service, improvement in the
train service, including- a new stock train
from Midland Junction to Kalgoorlie.
Again, vans for the carriage of perishable
products have been introduced, dining ears
have been renovated, second-class sleeping
accommodation has been distinctly im-
proved, and all the second-class slee-ping

cars have been reduced front six-berth to
tour-berth, with more comfortable aceom-
knodation, The seating in all second-class
corridor cars has been definitely improved.
For the purpose of amplifying the service
in country districts, the introduction of
rail cars -was foreshadowed by the Corn is-
sioner; and these will soon be in service,
Anyone who. has made a trip recently in a
rail car will agree that those cars do o1ffer
a highly comfortable form of transport,
and a transport unit that will greatly im.-
prove the service on the lines on which
it will be run. In other places train ser-
vices have been accelerated and additional
servics have been provided. The matter
of parcels traffic, to which the mover re-
ferred, saying there was no central office
where parcels could be left, was provided f~r
some time ago by the establishment of such
an office in 'Perth. Those who have criti-
cised the Railway Department would do
well to look up the Commissioner 'r various
reports showing, what improvements have
been effected during the past two or three
years. It is true that in the development
of road transport facilities the railways
were for a time challenged by the service
which road transport was offering, but they
were never challenged either from the me-
chanical or from the economic point of
viewr. The railway are established, like
every other well-conducted business, upon a
broad basis, from which they endeavour to
give the service required by every section
of the community. No form of road trans-
port has ever been able to challenge the
service that the railways arc able to give,
consistently with the rates they are able
to offer in respect of the various commo-
dities produced in Western Australia. They
were challenged, I think, in respect of rate
structure. They were challenged by forms
of motor transport which had no regard for
industrial conditions, and the owners of
which had very little regard indeed for
business principles in capital expenditure,
and for the necessary provision made in all
wrell-conducted businesses for depreciation
of tim assets in which the capital is in-
vested. S9o it was that when no protection
existed for the railways such as the Trans-
port Co-ordination Act now affords, and
when motor vehicles were running day and
night without regard to industrial coadi-
tion-, road transport was able to pick out
the high-class traffic, pick the eyes out of
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the railway business. Road transport did
challenge the Railway Department in those
respects, but in those respects only. How-
ever, as a form of transport agency offer-
ing service to the coimmunity on a broad
basis the railways hare not been challenged.
The mover and other bon, members had
sought to draw a comparison between the
standards existing here and those existing
in South Africa. They have justified that
comparison by stating that in both coun-
tries--Western Australia and South Africa
-there is the narrow-gauge railway. But
that is thle only basis upon which the two
countries can be compared. In faet, no
reasonable basis is av-ailable for comnparisoni
of the two countries. Western Australia
has a population of 452,0001, an area of
1,000,000 square miles, and 4,357 miles of
railway, or less than 100 people to the mile
of railway. South Africa has a population
of 8,000,000, an area of 500,000 squiare
miles, 12,355 miles of 3ft. (ins, gauge rail-
way mid 884 miles of 2ft. grauge railway, or
600 people to thle mile.

Mir. Patriek : Thlit is 11ot thle white polmi-
lation.

The _MINISTR P(OR RAJILWAYS: All
aire counted over there. I hope the hon.
member does not thlink that the natives in
South Africa are not ain intelligent race of
people. They have beeni referred to as the
"~physical aris!tocrats of humanity."

Mr. Styants:. They work for i.5s. a week
and their keel) iU the iiiine-s so they are not
very intelligent.

The MINISTER F01:1 RAILWAYS:- The
CO pitfll cast of the railways in South Africa
was £151,234,778 against our capital cost ot
£:26,000,000. Yet hon. members start to
make comparisons between. the two places.

Hion. P. D, Ferguson: How do they pay
the interest on that sum?

The INISTER FORl RAILWAYS: It
is provided out of the profits from the gold1
mines they own, probably. They have plenty
of cheap labour there, as the member for
Kalgoorlie has pointed out, to stone-ballast
all the railways. They have a staff of
56,22-3 Europeans and( 41,470 non-Euro-
peans. I do not know whether we would
like to have the same conditions existing
here as they have in South Africa. The
probability is that those coloured peoples
are superior economnic mnen inasmuch as they
are prepared to work longer hours for less
wages. It may be true tliat if we were will-

ing to agree to the introduction of a similar
class of labour in this State-and I believe
that a Royal Commission once recommended
that we shoold be favourable to the intro-
dtuction of Coolie labour-we might be able
to increase our standards at the expense of
those who would operate our railways. The
p rice of steam coal per ton of 2,000 lbs. at
the pit's mouth in South Africa is 5s. 0 d.
In this State it is 13s,; and the ealorile
value of the South African co-al is much
higher than ours. Yet the member for Pin-
gelly (MIr. Seward) says that what is pos-
sible in South Africa is possible here. I
hope that the motion will be tested on that
particular utterance, namely as to whether
ineamtbcrs think that what is possible in
South Africa is possible here. The facts I
have outlined in respect to the two countries
show hlow misleading that statement is. The
hon. member suggested that the personnel
of the Commission he desires should be a
business man, a railway man (preferably an
engineer) from outside the State amid a rail-
way man from outside the State capable of
dealing with the administrative side of thme
railway-s. Trhe attitude of mind that leads
to the assertion that we must have mn from
80111P oilier lplaee in order to gruide us with
reslIect to thle conduct of our railways, is
the satue attitude of mind that leads men to
say that jail) iiianuftactured in Victoria is
better, than that which is manufactured
here, or that other- goods that are produced
here are not as good as those that can be
produced elsewhere. I have v greater re-
spe'ct for the peop-le who are in charge of
the railwarys in this State than to agree to a
proposition of this kind. I have every con-
fidence iii the Comminissionier. I think he is
one of thme best Coinisioners of Railways
this State has ever had the good fortune to
have. While I know that those members of
this- House who have bad railway experience
in somne department of the, rail ways-either
OIL thle locomtotive side or on the traffic side
-probably have, as a result of that experi-
etie, a greater k-nowledge of the internal
workiiigs of the railways than I have I will
riot allow that they have a greater know-
ledge of the internal workimig,. of the rail-
ways amid the necessities of the service than
those wvho have risen from the ranks; to high
positions in our- railways and are now iii
chiargez of fle rveetive branches or' thme
Unilway Departmnent.
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Mr. Styants: Has our Commissioner
done that?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: The
Commissioner is a man of very wide experi-
ence, While he was not always in the rail-
way service in this State, he is a mank of high
intellectual attainments with a wide know-
ledge of engineering And a manl who, as he
has demonstrated since he hias taken over
the commissioneiship, has that very neces-
sary qualification in such a man namely,'
administrative calpaeity. The member foi'
Pingellv says that business methods should
be employed on the railways. It seemsA
strange to me that the hon. member
kcnowvs so little of what is going on
in the railways. Just what business
methods does he visualise? The rail.
ways are conducted on a business-like basis.
The Railway Department is not only busi-
ness-like 'with regard to the services it gives
but it is business-like, too, in trying to in-
duce those who have transport business to
offer to give it to the railways. There is
employed a man whose duty it is to look out
for new business and in that way increase
the earnings generally of the department,
We have had a parcels office in Wellington-
street for the past three years, while all
passengers desirous of using our railways
for the purpose of going to the Eastern
States or making a trip to Kalgoorlie or any
other reasonable distance were able at all
times to hook at the Tourist Bureau i when it
was in Hay-street. It has now been re-
moved to Forrest-place. People were able
to book in Hay-street without being under
the necessity of going to the central hooking
office; not that I regard that as a very great
inconvenience, but the hon. niember drew
attention to it. I know that if one goes to
a city like Melbourne where the booking
office is in Spencer-street, it is a desirable
thing- to have a tourist bureau office such as
there is in Swanston-street for the conveni-
ence of people who wish to book to Sydney
or Adelaide or some country station. Our
station, however, is more ecentral than that
in Mfelbourne. Notwithstanding that fact.
the facility was extended to people whereby
when the Tourist Bureau bad an office in
Hay-street folk could book their fares there
if they desired to do so. The hon. member
semed to indicate that there was no pub-
licity of any kind undertaken by the railway
administration in this State, hut there is a
considerable Aniount of publicity undertaken
anti a considerable amount of advertising

done in respect to the facilities the railways
offer, even to the extent of using the air,
wrhich the hon. member mentioned.

The Premier: Everybody knows the slo-
g-an "Springtime in the hills."

The MIINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Yes.
The lion. miember took advantage of the
motion to complain about the Lake Grace-
Hydeu railway and as to whether it should
have bee ii built from 'Wagin to Hyden or
whether it should have been built from Ron-
dinin to Hyden. He wants to hold a post-
miortemn on the building of a railwvay that
was ap)proved by a previous Government of
the same political party as that to which he
himself subscribes. The fact remains that it
is too late to hold a post-mortemn on the
building of that railway. I do not know
whether the railway was ever justified.
There are some railways in this State the
,justification for the building of which must
have been very diffiult. Those who were
interested and agitated for Parliament to
giVe ap~proval for the building of those rail-
wrays, aud ultimately secured that approval,
mnust hare been put to a great deal of effort
to get the ap.-proval. Many of them have
never justified their existence. Some people
Agitate for railways here, there and every-
where, somne of which cannot be justified,
and theyv have no sooner secured Parlia-
mentary approval than their energies are
let loose for the purpose of getting a first-
class service on those lines, when actually
the volumec of busiess does not justify any
better service than that being given. The
hlin, member complained of the service being
given on the Lake Grace-Hyden railway.
Ac knows that the stock train has been run
there once( a month and is being continued.
The running of that train is carried out
when it is requiredl. The point is that in
transport work the amount of transport
facility that any undertaking is able to
aifford is determined by the volume of busi-
ness that is available along the particular
route over which the system operates. To
support thme proposition for the appointment
of a Royal Comnmission the hon. member
quoted am isolated ease of someone who was
charged 6is. freight on a commodity which
cost Gs. 6d. If the hon. memnber is prepared
to give int the particulars of this ease, I will
get him all the details, in connection -with it
withiout any Royal Commission. He spoke,
ton, of the falling off in passenger traffic. I
have no doubt there has been some falling
off.
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Mr. Marshall: Not mueb at race time.
The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Away back in 1914 there was comparatively
little motor competition, but since then there
has been a great increase in road transport.

Mr. 'Marshall: T should like to see private
enterprise hauiling passengers from Wiluna
to the seaboard at V£10s. return.

The 2HINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Every' person who buys a motor car deprives
somne transport facility of some of its busi-
ness. In 1929 there were 27,741 motor cars
registered in this State. In 1936 the num-
ber was 32,329, or an increase of 5,000 in
that period. The people who buy motor
eans generally buy them with a view to using
them, and naturally they are using them,
and so are taking a certain amount of pas-
senger traffic away from the railways. But
the passenger journeys recor-ded in the re-
port of the Commissioner of Railways is not
the whole story in regard to the position of
the passenger business offering and which is
being served by the railways. The country
passenger earnings in 1935 amounted to
L421,675, and in 1936 the amount was
L423,830, all increase of approximately
£2,000 in two years. The suburban pas-
senger traffic in 1935 amounted to £142,012,
and in 1936 the amount was £140,533), or a
;light reduction in the earnings of suburban
passenger traffic. The average earnings from
each passenger from the country in 1935
was 70.l1d., and in 1936 it wsas 72.W4. In
the same year the earnings from each subur-
ban passenger was 2.08d. and in 1936 it was
3.06d. Nothing, or at any rate very little,
that the railways tan do could stop motor
competition. I suppose every person, except
those who have a fear of the many acci-
dents that are happening on the roads to-
day, is desirous of owning and using a motor
ear, and of course the use of motor cars is
extending every year. But we are endeav-
ouring, with the Diesel rail ears to which I
have referred, to improve the country ser-
vices, and we shall definitely improve them,
and as a result of that I believe that we shall
win back to the railways some of the pas-
senger traffic that is now using motor cars
from country districts to the city. The hon.
member mentioned that there is better sleep-
ing accommodation in Japan and in South
Africa than is to be found on our railways.
Personally I think there is very little to be
desired in our service. I have not becen to
either of the countries mentioned for the

purpose of making a comparison, but the
probability is that the member for Pinzrelly
has. The sleeping accommodation in -ome
of those trains that were referred to looks
very well in a photograph, whereas ours
looks very well in reality, and there is very
little to complain about in the sleeping
accommodation offered on the trains in this
State. The cost is only i~s. first class, andi
it gives to two people the exclusive use of
a compartment. The second class cost is (is.
and it gives to four persons the exclusive
use of a9 compartment. The hon. member
spoke of roads running parallel to our rail-
ways. Whilst I agree that good roa& are
essential, it is certainly a pity that our road
policy' in this State has been such that in
Many instances the roads do run parallel and
close to the railways, and consequently faci-
litate to some extent the opposition that
might come from motor transport engaged
in the carriage of goods. But whilst we in
this State were somewhat late in waking up
to the situation, whilst we might have seized
the position much earlier to the advantage
of everybody generally, nevertheless the
Transport Co-ordination Act has been very
helpful to everybody. I think all members
will agree that that Act, having the effect
that it has of controlling industrial condi-
tions, so far as the operations of commer-
cial goods vehicles are concerned, and limit-
ing them, too, in respect of their opportun-
ity to pick out the eyes of the business of
the railways while neglecting the transport
of freight of lower value and consequently
lesser rate commodities, has been of definite
service to the economic life of the State. I
cannot visualise a situation in which a State
like this, depending so largely upon primary
products, would have to depend on the trans-
port of all its commodities by commercial
goods vehicles, and at the best rate that such
vehicles would he able to offer from an
economic point of view. Everyone
knows that motor transport cannot be
economically operated on a freight under 5d.
per ton 1per mile. Consequently, if this State
had to depend entirely on motor transport
for the transport of all its commodities of
primary production, there would be very
little primary production carried out in this
State. Whilst on my feet, I should like to
touch upon another matter mentioned by' the
member for Pingelly when he spoke about
sheep being lost out of railway tracks through
lack of sealing. That is an entirely erroneous
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statement. No sheep are lost out of the trucks
through1 lack of sealing. I appreciate the
fact that the seal is an indication to those ill
charge of the train that the truck has tnt
been tampered with. At the same time, atteni-
tion is given to other factors, such as the
carrying of ain attendant, that give almost as,
good a service in respect of sfgadn
sheep trains. Prviion is miade for the free
travel of one person with the sheep train,' and
-where they are ten bogeys two persons canl
travel on the traini. The consignors are
allowed two persons for every ten bogeys. As,
a matter of fact, there is but little loss sus-
tained, and there has been but little coin-
plaint in respect otf those losses. The loss is
usually due to the fact that the sheep have
been isceounted when put into the truck. I
ann told by those who handle the business
that any complaints arise from miscountinig
when the sheep go in.

Hon. P. DI. Ferguson: If the truck were
wired, the loss would be obviated.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not know that. However, it is a minor mat-
ter in connection with a motion that is asking
for a Royal Comnmission to inquire into the
railways; it is a matter that has been brought
forward as an excuse for the appointment of
that Royal Commission. Because it is alleged
that there have been some losses onl sheep
trains that have not been sealed, it is put
forward as ain argument for the appointment
of a Royal Commission to inquire into the
working of the railways.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: I wish you would
seal them in future, to obviate the losses.

The MINXISTER FOR3 RAIfLWAYS: Per-
--onally I think our railwrays, consistent with
the development of the State, are p)rogressive
and are efliciently controlled. We talk about
the appointment of Royalt Commissions, ht
it seems to me that railways, and probably
mothers-in-law, are the two things. most criti-
cised in all this wvorid. There is not only time
Commissioner of Railways, but there are
would-be COMIlissioners of railways rirht
through the State. Everybody Irho0 Uses the
railways entertains the idea that hie could
conduct themi better thtan can those iii charge
of them. That is the position in every part
of the world. I do not suppose thait any
other undertaking is criticised to the samte
extent as are the railways. All the sugges-
tions that come from those critics, the cap-
able and the incapable critics as well, arc
carefully weighed by the Railway Depart-
mient, and every sug-estion by anyone who

has a knowledge of railways is carefully
weighed and[ considered, and a decision given
1h' thuse who, as thie result of their experi-
ence, are eonipetent to make a decision. It
is not fair that a member should make coin-
parisons between our railway system, and the
railway systems in South Africa, Java,
Japan, England and other places, that arc
jaucli more highbly developed and whose rail-
wrays have a much greater capital invested
* n themn than is the case in this State. The
member for Kalgoorlie (M.%r. Styants) talked
about the necessity for better road beds and
higher speed, and drew attention to the fact
that it takes as long to go from Perth to
Kalgoorlie to-day as it did 25 years ago.

Mr, Styants: Longer.
The MINISTER FOR RAIL-WAYS:

There has been a lot of development along
that line in the past 25 years. Many more
people are settled along it. Places like Mer-
redin -and Kellerberrin have grown up in
the last 25 years. There is a greater demand
upon the sericevs that the railways are able
to give along- that line. We eall it the Kal-
goorlie Express, but it has to do wayside
traffic along the route.

Mr. Withers: Trhat is the trouble.
The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

isi an economical way of working the rail-
ways.

Mr. Withers: They have lost a lot of trafle
all the same.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is the best way we could work, the rail'ravs.
during the depression years. We have not
been able to afford to go in for luxurious
improvements. In the f uture we may be
able to improve the ser-vice along that line.
Possibly we shall be able to improve the
timre the express will take to go from Perth
to Kalgoorlie in the near future. Next year
there is a reasonable expectation of such an
imp.-rovement. I understand that the Com-
monwealth Government, early nest year, will
hare new engines on the Commonwealth
railway lines. To assist in the general ini-
jn'oremcat that will take place in passenger
transport between Perth and Adelaide, this
State, too, will probably play its part, and
make the Kalgoorlie to Perth train a real
express, cutting out sonic of the time it now
takes, because of the wayside traffic, to do
the journey. Over the distance, including
stops, the train averages about 221/2 miles

per hour. It is not such a slow train when
all the time is taken into consideration that
is, occupied in the stops along the line. We

2035



[A-SSEMBLY.]

all desire to have high speed, but high speed
means better road beds.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is dangerous, too.
The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:-

Yes, and it means headier rails. W~e could
have a train doing 45 to 60 miles an hour
if we bad the money with which to improve
the road beds, put down 12 or 14 inches of
ballast instead of about 6 inches, and use
100-lb. -rails instead of 45 or 60-lb. rails. We
could do all those things if we had the
money. When we had the rails down and
had the high speeds, we would also have a
higher cost of maintenance. We would re-
quire more gangs to look after the railways,
and more men in the gangs. Members should
realise that this State is in the early stages
of development. Notwithstanding that, we
have over 4,000 miles of railway to assist in
that development. We are a comparatively
poor State compared with the vast area we
have to administer. We have not reached the
limousine level yet. We have to hasten
slowly. We know that certain improvements
could be effected. If we could spend a mil-
lion pounds we could have a better railway
service, but we cannot afford to spend the
money.

Mn. North: You do not kill people, any-
way.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: We
have a, railway service that is consistent with
the state of our development and, whilst we
cannot boast of high speed;, we can boast
that it renders good and suitable service to
the community.

The Premier: And a safe service.
The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

Ye;, and one that meets the needs of the
people in respect to the existing stage of
economic development. I appreciate the
difficulty every time I rise to my feet of
combating some suggestion for an inquiry.
There seems to be a tendency in human
nature that is driving it in-to a Position
where it is always wanting an inquiry into
something,

Mr. Needhami: What is wrrong with that
The M1INISTER FOR RAILWAYS:

The easiest thing to do is to admonish other
people, and to suggest inquiries into the
wvork of some other person, without havingm
any regard for the quality of the work we
do ourselves.

Mr. Hughes: Is the result of an inquiry
always useful knowledge?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There are people who are employed to make

constant inquiries. They are charged with
the administration and management of the
railways, and are well fitted for that both
by training and experience.

Mr. Needham: Is it an offence to make
an inquiry?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am opposed to all these suggestions, parti-
cularly when I know that the railway se-
vice is being wvell and efficiently conductedl
consistent -with the material on hand. The
material on hand is also consistent with
what we can afford in our present state of
economic development. I hope the mnotion
wvill not be carried, and that by opposing
it maembers will give an expression of eon-
fidence in the Railway Commissioner. That
gentleman is one of the best Railway Com-
missioners this State has ever had. Under
hinm he has a very efficient staff of officer-,
and men generally.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) (8.401: I do not
,tlunk the motion has a great deal to do
with the present management of the rail-
way system. There are far bigger things
than to find fault -with the men who are
in charge of that service. The railways
within their limitations arc as well man-
aged as any others in the Commonwealth.
I join issue with the Minister as to in-
quiries. Inquiries serve a very useful pur-
pose. This session has, established a record
for inquiries.

The Premier: Both Houses have had the
select committee hug.

Mr. BOYLE: Every select committee that
has been appointed has justified itself so
far.

Mr-. Lambert: They have not run the
risk of a no-confidence motion.

Mr. Fox: -Not in the eyes of another
place.

M,%r. BOYLE: The debt position of the
railways is £26,000,000. That is the debt
position due to the development of the in-
terior of the State. What I object to par-
ticularly is the fact that the agriculturist,
the rural dweller, and the miner, have to
bear the whole burden of the railway sys-
tern, which unquestionably has developed
this State. Every year in making up the
rate book the offliis of the Railway De-
pertinent have to bear in mind that an
interest bill of £1,060,000 has to be faced. By
what process of just reasoning is the whole
of that interest placed upon the shoulders



[24 NOVEMBER, 1937.) 03

of the users of the railways! This State is
roughly divided into two sections, the met-
ropolitan area carrying 49 per cent. of the
population which does not use the railways
to any great extent, and the population
outside the metropolitan area. Some 16,000
motor cars are registered in the muetropoli-
tan area, and these provide very adequately
for the transport of the people resident
within that area, A comparatively small
proportion of the 31/ millions of revenue de-
rired by the railways comes from the metro-
politan area. The Royal Commission could be
charged with the reduction of the capital
cost of the railways as regards the users,
namely, the rural population and the pro-
doci ug population.

Air. Lambert: That would not get u~s
anywhere.

Mir. BOYLE: It would. Theme is an
intention amongst the beads of the Railways
on account of the advent of bulk
handling to impose another 9d. per ton
on the charge for the carriage of wheat.
They make no secret of the fact that this is
to compensate for the loss of freight on
corusacks into the ifiterior, this having now
ceased. That is to be re-orientated and put
back on the shoulders of the wheatgrowers
to the extent of £37,500 a, year. That wodd
be the additional impost on the State's
average production of 37,000,000 bushels of
wheat.

The Premier: Is that the only reason?
Mr'. BOYLE: No.
The Premier: It is a very small reason.
Mir. Patrick: It is not a good one.
The Premier: No, and it is not the main

reason.
Mr. Patrick: It has been used by the

railways.
Mr. BOYLE: I agree it is not an extra-

ordinarily good reason. The railways say
that the handling costs to the department
hare increased on account of bulk handling.
They cannot prove that argument.

The Premier: They proved it to the Royal
Commission.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The statement was
made, hut it was not proved.

Mr. BOYLE: The railways are charged to
secure sufficient revenue to cover A working
expenses and interest. That is their job.
They hare to face a capital cost of nearly
£2-7,000,000 and the fact that the railways
have not been valtied, nor has any stocktak-
ing taken place since the system was first

intiodneed. It is not based on the ordinary
coinnmontilace conception of a business. A.
flen iituiirally conducts a stocktaking and
the value of it-; assets is wvritten down if
necessary. On the other hand, the producers
and users of the railways are saddled with
the whole of the interest burden of the State.
It has been said that the history of dedicits
throughout Australia is the history of defi-
cits of the railway systems of Australia.
T~hat has been regarded in Queensland as
sufficient to bring about the writing down of
the capital cost of the railways there while
at thc present time Victoria is going into
the question.

Mr. Pat rick:- Victoria h as written off some
millions.

The Premier: And if we dlid that, -we,
would have to tax the people to make up
the difference.

Mr. BOYLE: I agree with the Premier
that it would be necessary to impose taxa-
tion to make up the difference, but he should
not tax a portion only of the people with
that object in view. That is quite opposed
to justice. The Premier is taxing people
who are producing and who have pioneered
the State. They are the people -who make
it possible for the metropolitan area to
exist at all, It is only fair that the burden
of taxation shall rest on the people as a
whole and not on one section.

The Minister for Railways: What do you
think about having free railways?

Mr. Thorn: It would be just as good as
free education.

Mr. BOYLE: If the Minister can evolve.
a scheme under which we can have free rail-
ways he will have an advocate in me.

The Minister for Railways: That has been
advocated by a professor in New Zeaand.

Mr. BOYLE: I have also heard something
of a system of land taxation, but that is
slightly ahead of my argument.

.Mr. Lambert: You could not have been
invited to the Diesel engie run the other
day.

Mr. BOYLE: I was, and I thoroughly
enjoyed the trip. It is aL tribute to the rail-
way management that they are endeavour-
ing to compete with road transport. I do
not know if the fault is attributable to the
Minister, but I am glad to say that the
Merredin district is to have the beniefit of
three of the six Tliesel coaches. As a re-
sult of that decision, I hope that the deficit
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on that particular section of the railways
will be correspondingly reduced.

Air. Marshall: You and the member for
Katanning- seenm to he able to gt every-
thing.

Mr. BOYLE: it is alleged that the deci-
sion was due to political influence, but I
canl scarcely agree with that. I think the
Minister had in mind the greatest good for
the greatest number. It must be recognised
that the railway system is largely depen-
dent on the carriage of wheat. For the
six years from 1930 to 1936 the average
paid by the growers for the carriage of
wheat was £600,000 per annum, and the
railway deficit over that period was £C1,750,-
000, which has been placed on the shoul-
ders of the general taxpayers throughout
the State. In those circumstances, I would
be prepared to submit to the Royal Com-
mission that they should accept the prin-
ciple of placing more onl the shoulders of
the general taxpayers, especially upon the
metropolitan population. I recognise that
would hardly appeal to the Government.

The Premier: Oh, yes!
Mr. BOYLE: Another matter that is

causing a good deal of anxiety is the fact
that to-day it is seriously proposed to
abandon thle working of certain lines. For
instance, the extension of the Nornaliip line
from Denmark is to he abandoned. Then we
are faced with the position regarding the
Bullfinch line, which means that that area
is practically going out of production. I
attended a meeting recently in the Wes-
tonia district at which it was seriously
contended that the whole district served by
the existing railway was to revert to the
Crowvn under the ,Mitchell scheme at a
nominal figure. What would lie the logical
outcome of that? The losses on that sec-
tion of our developmental railways would
again be placed on the shoulders of the
users of the railways. The Commissioner
of Railwvays is charged with the duty of
providing interest and sinkingz fund onl the
railway operations.

The Premier: But lie does not always do
it.

Mr. BOYLE: But he has done it. If the
Commissioner were approached, he would
say that he cannot reduce rates and he can-
not meet an 'y greater expenditure because
he has ill view his task to scuen interest
and working expenses froni the operations
of the ralilway system. I am sure the Pre-

mlier would not look with any great plea-
sure on an ever-mounting railway deficit.

The Premier: We have decreased rates
over successive years for a long time past.

Mr. BOYLE: But the Premier overlooks
the fact that inl 1919 wheat freights were
increased by Is. per ton and again in 1.92L
by a similar amount. To-day, the average
wheat freight rate is 14s. 10d. per toji, and
no one can convince uje that the railways
carry that wheat at a loss.

'The Premier: We have decreased rates
successively for the past 13 or 14 years.

Mr. BOYLE: Not in respect of this main
product.

The Premier: Yes.
Mr. BOYLE: There was a 13 per cent.

r-eduction nearly two years ago, hut that
did not apply to wheat freights, which re-
present the main revenue source for the
railways. I have pleasure in supporting
the motion, and I do so not with the idea of
finding fault with the management of thle
railways. Rather do I support the motion
with a view- to a general stocktaking of a
concern that is responsible for 26 per cent.
of the total debt of the State. I cannot
tunderstand why the Minister objects to
such an inquiry, for it should be helpful
to him. He stated that a previous Royal
Commission had effected no good. I say
that much good resulted from that inquiry.

The Minister for Railways: There is an
answver for everything they put up.

Mr. BOYLE: It may be necessary to have
periodical inquiries into this, the greatest
revenue department of the State. It is re-
sponsible for 35 per cent, of our total reve-
nue. It is our duty, as it is that of every
member representing a country constitu-
ency, whether lie be a Country Party mem-
ber or a Labour Party member, to see that
the increasing burden placed to-day upon
the shoulders of the producers at least
becomes the subject of inquiry.

MR. HILL (Albany) [8.53] : I have lis-
tened with great interest to other members,
and particularly to the Minister, who have
.spoken to the motion. So far most of them
hare dealt with it purely' from the point of
view of the railways. I consider that a
Royal Commission appointed to report
simply on our railways would be of
limited value, hut a Royal Commission
to report upon out- railways with Particular
reference to their r-elationship to moidern
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transport facilities is very desirable. It
is the practice of the Institute of Trans-
port of Great Britain for the niewly-elected
president, wvhen he assumes office, to give
an address on some problem associated with
transport. When Sir David -I. Owen, Glea-
eral Manager of the Port of London Author-
ity, assumed office as president in 19.32, he
concluded his address by stresqsing the fact
that we must consider the problem of trans-
port as at whole. He referred to the various
means of transport, all of which had
capabilities of performing some useful ser-
vie for the benefit of the community. The
golden age of railways, Sir David remarked,
had passed, but railways under wise control
had still a useful function to perform. The
self-propelled road vehicles were capable of
performing useful but not unlimited service,
and the capabilities of aircraft had still to
be explored. He considered that there should
be more scope for coastal shipping. Un-
fortunately, the tendency was for the work-
ers in the different activities to look upon
their particular work as the end instead of
the means to sonic other end. For instance,
be continued, the railway mind seemed to
imag-ine that ports existed for the purpose
of acting as feeders to the railways. He
visualised the time when the various means
of transport would be regulated, and work-
ing in the sphere where they could best serve
the interests of the community. Ports would
then be seen in their true perspective, acting
as efficient links between the various forms
of land transport, on the one side, and sea
transport on the other. I trust that the
Government will appoint this proposed
Royal Commission, and that the Commission
will inquire how best to bring about a com-
plete and national system of transport that
wifl enable our producers to keep their costs
down to a minimum so that we can compete
in the markets of the world. The mover
suggested that the Royal Commission should
consist of one business man and two railway
men. I suggest that it consist of one busi-
ness man, one railway man and one port and
shipping man. My twenty-seven years' ex-
perience as an exporting producer causes me
to make this suggestion. A great number of
people seem to consider that a producets
transport trouhles are ended when the pro-
duct reaches the p)0rt. If that were so, I
would be fortunate. I had my own wharf
attached to my fruit shed, and more pro-
duce, etc., used to go over that wharf each

year than went throug-h some of the South
,Australian porti in 1936, but I have dis-
carded water transport in favour of motor
trucks, hceau.se my transport troubles only
start when I get my fruit, etc., to the port.
The study of our transport troubles has be-
conic my hobby. We have all seen the
changes in land transport. I have also seen
the c-hange, in sea transp~ort. As we look to
our roads to feed our railways, so we must
look to our r ailways to feed our ports. Very
few countries have kept pace with the
changes in transport. Each of our Aus-
tralian States has an entirely different trans-
port prob~leni. Our St;ate has many advan-
tages over the others, but our conditions
approximate to those of South Africa More
closely than do those of the other Australian
States. I have quite a lot of sympathy with
our railways administration. Because rail-
hge is a direct charge, and is made on a
mileage basis, there is the tendency to
imagine that we must demand the minimum
railway mileage. The result has been that
every part of the State has had, or has to-
day' , some pet railway or port scheme, and
wve have railway* s and ports all over the
place. Let us examine a few figures to see if
reduced] mileage necessarily means reduced
costs:

South Aust ralia.
Victoria
Western Au.stralia

South A frica, .

Average Cost per
mileage of bushel.

~ra in hauled, wheait.
78 AV..d.

150 4d.
153 4%d.

inize.
600 5Vid.

The average haul of goods in South Africa
is 206 miles, and the cost 17s. 3d. per ton.
In this State, the figures are only 12:3 miles,
and the cost per ton ,is 18s. Id. the cost per
ton mile in South Africa is 1d., arid in West-
ern Australia it is 1.76d. The South African
iailways for 1936 made a profit of £5,623,158,
after allowing for depreciation, but not sink-
ing fund. In this State, after charging
sinking fund and exchange, but not deprecia-
tion, we made a loss for 1935-36 on our rail-
ways of.£403,54,5. Without sinking fund and
exchange, the loss was £1I66,610. The South
African harbours for 1936 made a profit of
£538,727: our harbours for 1937 made a loss
of £28,372. 1 have not sufficient information
to compare the port charges of South
Africa and this State but the figures I have
will he of interest. If the revenue collected
for the port were made a direct and flat
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,charge on the cargo passing through the
port, it would be as follows,:

3Melbourac
Sydney
Adelaide
Fremantle

per toil.
N. d.
2 6
2 8

These figures do not include handling
charge;, and the Fremnantle fig-ures are ob-
tained after- deducting the amount of'
£1I04,403, which was the actual cost of
handling cargo. For 1935-36 the Sonth Au..;-
tralian ports reduced the loan liability by
X37,856, and made a profit of £142,767., In
this State we increased our loani liaboility by
£'332,112 and made a loss of £17,039. The
total loan expenditure on the Mel-
bourne Harbour, has been £8,971,867. The
indebtedness of the Melbourne Harbour for
1936 was £4,377,310, the balance of nearly
4 / millions having been repaid. The loan
expenditure at Fremantle up to 1936 was~
£C3,287,869, and the loan liability was shown
as £3,412,579. Further, although our State
is the largest in Australia, Fremantle handles,
onl a value basis, nine times more trade than
all the other ports combined, and although
we are largely a primary producing State,
47 per cent, of our population is concen-
trated within a 12-mile radius of the G.P.O.
These facts show that there is amiple scope
for an inquiry by a Royal Commission to
report upon the workings of our railwayvs,
with Iparticular reference to its relationship
to modern transport facilities. Further comn-
parisons with South Alfrica will he of
interest-

Earnings per train rec .
Expenses per train mulle ..
Surplus per train mile -
AverageD net load per train
Average length or Ihaul ..
Average earnings per train
Average expenses per train
Average enspluse r train ..

Labour employed -
white .... 51.969
Nca-European 20,77?

Average amount earned per
employee

Average train miles per em-
ployee

South
Africa.
lie. 8d.
7B. 7d.
4s. id.

215 toni
212 miles

£123 1S.
£B0 7r.
£48 61;.

72,741

£403

707 milles

Western
Australia.
lit 1d.
&R. 4d.
2s. 05.

107 tons
123 mie
£OB se.
£61 5s.
£12 I8s.

5,528

£413

713 nilies

It is Obvious from these figures that the
better financial results in South Africa are
largely due to the fact that the average
truck load and haul is approximately double
that of ours. The last time an investigation
was made into the workings of our mailways,
the Royal Commissioner was the late Mfr. 0.
W. Stead. 1 became friendly with Mr
Stead during the last years of his life and

had mniy interesting conversations With him
about our railways, On one occasion be dis-
cussed the then Commissioner of Railways'
statement that the haulage of wheat did not
pay. Mr. Stead said that this was probably
true in connection with haulage over short
distances and light spur lines,, but the haul-
age did pay onl the heavy trunk lines and
over long distances. This remark is parti-
Vularly interesting when comparing our
figures With those of South Africa. I will
make further use of Mr. Stead's remarks
later. The Minister for Works, when dis-
ecussing the Federal Aid Roads Bill, cubo-
gised 'Mr. S. 'M. Bruce for introducing the
road construction policy. 'Mr. Bruce is one
of the most outstanding figures that Austra-
lia has produced in recent years. He rea-
lised that our transport costs had to be re-
duced to the minimum. He not only gave us
a sound road policy but he brought Sir
George Buchbanan to Australia to report, not
upon the extensions at Fremantle, but upon
transport in Australia, With special refer-
enee to port and harbour facilities. Had
our- Government studied that report and
adopted its general recommendations, there
would be no need for this motion, our trans-
port would be considqitbly better and
cheaper than it is to-day and, incidentally, I
would now be enjoying the quiet life of a
fruitgrower instead of being in the burly-
burly of party polities. Ports are rarely
seen ina their true perspective in Australia.
I am afraid that our various political parties
are more concerned with the votes of the
ports than the provision of efficient trans-
port services at the lowest possible costs.
For instance, in Victoria one wheat terminal
at Geelong would hare been better for Vic-
toria, but there are the votes of Melbourne
to be considered. Then in Western Aus-
tralia wve have the State divided into port
zones. The question as to whether our port
zones are economically sound or in the best
interests of the State has never been con-
sidered by the Government, Parliament or
any other responsible body. To be fair to
our present Premier, he had the best of in-
tentions When he introduced port zones. He
was like the elephant which sat on the
chickens to protect them from the rain. The
member for Geridlon took only one factor
into consideration, namely, railway mileage.
In Chapter 11I. Volume I, Sir George Bu-
chanan refers to the manyv factors that must
be considered besides railway mileage. We
have proof of this when we compare our re-
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suits with those of South Africa. He de-
fines ports as the media or clearing houses
between sea and land transport. "On the
port," lie says, "their efficiency and their
proper location, the whole system of trans-
port largely depends." He pointed out that
all ports cannot be developed as overseas
ports, and recommended a very few ports,
that the most suitable ports he selected, that
all political wire-palling be cut out and that
the most suitable ports be developed as
modem ports. He made it very clear that
in this State the ports of Geraldton, Fre-
mantle or Albany should be developed as
our overseas ports. The Government is ad-
hering to his recomamendation as far as
Geraddton and Fremantle are conerined, but
I am afraid that his ,-envarks about our ports
and railways in the southern portion of the
State are hurgely responsible for his an-
popularity with the members of the Collier
Government. I doubt if there is any part
of the world where nature has done so much
to assist modern tr-ansport. But the vari-
Ouls Governments, instead of working in with
nature, have done the opposite. and it would
be interesting to know how much of the
losses on our ports, and railways are due to
the railway and pot tragedy south of a line
east and] west of Bevem-ley . The railway
from Beverley to Albany was built by pii-
vote enterprise. This railway is practically
on the western edge of the wheat belt. Now
study the map of the State. East of this
railway, and running almost parallel to it
may he traced by the continuous chain of
salt lakes an old river bed. I will nowv go
back to the late 'Mr. Stead. He told me
that when the question of opening iul the
country east of the Great Southern Railway
-was under consideration, hie and the other
railway men of the day wanted this done by
a loop line fromi Beverley to "Mt. Barker,
running north aind south, wvith, the natural
lie of the country, aind to the natural port
of Albany. But the railwvay juen were over-
ruled by the politicians of the day and we
must blame them and not the railway mn
of to-day, or- of the past. for the unsatisfac-
ton- c ondition of our railways. Our Rail-
way Commissioner to-cla y has hundreds of
miles of railways more than are required,
with thme consequent unnecessary interest
and maintenance charges, and instead of
hauling w~heat dowtn easy grades to Albany.
lie miust haul wheat over the Darling Range
to Buaburv or Fr-emantle.

Mr. Mobirtyv called attention to the state
of the House.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. HILL;[ MrI. Stead often told me that
haulage over the Darling Range was not only
costly beeau&e it took two engines to do the
work of one-, but the heavy pull wvas exerted
around many curves and this caused heavy
w-car and tear with costly maintenance on
both rolling stock and permanent way. This
line has been regrmled at groeat expense and
while the carrying capacity of the trains has
been increased, the interest charges have
also been increased. Not onlyv are the costs
per mile greater than if the railway., had
been run north and south instead of east and
west, but the average distance that w'beat is
hauled is greater than it would have beer,.
For instance, the mover of the motion re-
ferred to the position of Hydem which is
2-59 miles by' rail from its zone port of Bun-
bury. One has only to lookl at the railway
Map to sue that Albany is the natural port
of Hlydeit. Instead of the take Grace-
Wragin line, we should have a line running
south with that chain of salt lakes via Pin-
gri1 , Ongerup, anad then to connect up with
the Steadl-Beverley-M1t. Barker loop through
the Chester Pass and down hill to Albany-
less mileage and easier grades. Between
Beverley and Tanibellup there are no fewer
than nine railways running at right angles
to the Cheat Southern line which serves the
countryv for 15 miles on each side. This
means 135 miles of railway in country al-
ready served by the Great Southern. Then
there are the idead ends at Hyden,No--
gate, Pingruip and Ongerup. Further, it is
interesting to note that while the railway,
between Merredin and Narrogin have grades
of 1 in 60. and the Hyden-Lake Grace rail-
way a grade of 1 in SO, the Brookton, Cot-ri-
gin, Wagin, Newdexate, and Katanning-
Nyahing- railways-which run east and
west-have grades of 1 in 40. West of the
Great Southern we have the Narroain11
Dwvarda, Wtigin-lBowclhng and Katanning-
Donnybrook lines. These railways should
never havie been built. Here again the rail-
ways should have been north and south in-
stead of east and wecst. The member for
IKal-goorlie advocated heavier i-ails and en-
gines. The relaying of our lines with SO-LI).
rails and heavier engines would cost an enor-
mous, amount. The heavy rails and engines
at-e necessaryv in South Afr-ica because
nature has been very unkind over there. InI
our State we should take advantage of
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Nature's gifts, work in with her, and carry
out the recommewndations or, transport ex-
perts. I ,uggest that the present port zone
system be abolished and that we have zones
based on a sound port policy and designed
not with the object of running the State for
the benefit of the ports, but designed so that
producers shiall have export facilities at the
lowest possible cost and railoge charged on a
zone basis instead of onl a mileage basis.

Mr. Withers: All going- to the central
port. Be careful!

Mr. HILL: No. I wonder what the Gen-
eral Mlanager of the Railways and Haurbours
Department in South Africa would think of
the port zone systemt of the southern por-
tion of the State where, to save anl average
of 35 miles in railage, wheat must be hauled
over a range of hills to a silted up harbour
instead of down easy grades to one of the
best harbours in the world? There has been
nothing spent on the regrading of the Great
Southern railway, whereas about £80,000
has been spent on the railway between Collie
and Bruniswick. This heavy expenditure
has only increased the engine load on 25
miles of railway. Had this amount been
spent onl cutting out the fewv pinches onl the
Great Southern railway hetween Nar-
rogin and Albany, the load on
179 miles would have been increased.
Further, we wvould facilitate railway work-
ing and effect other economies by Concen-
tratingl the trade on its natural port. The
following figures are of interest:-

1
I

Miege over
wich a FS

From Narro- Dist- daw= ve0.0
gin- ance. tons of two-

engine maxi-
mum load of

850 tons.
miles. miles.

To Danlbury ... 132 41
To Albany .... 179 110

Fromn Wagin-
To Buabuary .. 127
To Albany .... 148

Mileage of
sections on
which are

grades to be
reduced to in.
crease to the
lowest mass].

mu= load.
miles.

01so

16 ill
102 40

Mr. Withers: How would you manage to
get your coal from Collie to the Great
Southern ?

Mr. HILL: The line is there now. Greater
speed is permitted onl the Great Southern
railway than on the railways to Bunbury,
owinat to the ea'4er curves. The only ov-
ermwnt-bnilt railway within 90 muiles of
Albanyv is the Denmark-Nornalup. At the
pre~nt time the Transport Board are eon-
sidlering its closure. In 1922 this House
passed a Bill to construct a railway from
Jarice to Denmark. This proposal wai

turned down in another place and, as a cola-
promise, the portions of the railway were
constructed from Jardanup to Northcliffe
and from Denmark to Norualup. Those
railways were constructed with money ad-
vanced by the Imperial Government at at
cheap rate of intercet for tell years. The
tell years are nearly up and as the railway
has nevecr been comlnlted, and further settle-
mnent has received a cheek with the depres-
sion, the Railway Departmnent is naturally
flot desirous of being saddled with tile full
interest bill. As far ae; I call gather, the
only way tinder existing Acts to relieve the
Railway Department of that interest bill
is to close the railway. If this is (lone, the
interest bill must still be paid by the tax-
payer, and the only advantage will be that
it will enable the Commissioner to show a
little better balance. The interest onl de-
velopmental railways should not be a chiarge,
against the Railway Department until the
land is developed. When the Denmark-
Nornalup railway was opened by the tire-
sent 'Minister for Lands, just before the
elections Of 1027, he stated that heavy rails
had been used as it was intended that the
line should continue through and connect
up with the South-West railways. If our
railways were controlled by the Mfanager of
the South African Railways and Harbours,
I can safely say that this railway would be
completed without much delay. Between
Pemuberton and Bunibury there are grades
up to 1 in 40. Both ways to Albany the
maximum grade would be 1 in 60. In South
Africa £151,600,000 has been spent onl rail-
ways and] only £17,0010,000 on ports. In
this State £25,000,000 has been spent on
railways and about £6,150,000 on ports. In
proportion we have spent more than twiee
as much onl Our ports as has been spent on
South African ports. In the near future the-
completion of the line will be justified
firstly, to enable the railway to haul heavier
loads of timber to the port; secondly, be-
cause it is a cheaper proposition to usqe the
harbour that Nature gave us in preference
to us~ing other people's money to extend, at
enormous cost, constructed harhours, and,.
thirdly, to enable the South-West and Great
Southern to co-operate to get better ship-
ping, services. At present Albany is at a
disadvantage from a railway standpoint, as,
there is very' little back-loading fromt the
port. When the question as to whether the
super works shouldI be built at Albany or
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]3uaburv was in the balance, our present
Premier announced in thle "West Austra-
lian" of the 26th April, 1929, that the Gov-
ernment bad asked the company to erect
works at Bunbury, to supply back loading
for the wheat trucks. At the Fruitgrowers'
Conference at Donnybrook in 1932, Mr. L.
T. Hickey, of the Railway Department.
stated that 80 per cent. of the trucks re-
quired for the South-West had to be hauled
empty froni the metropolitan area. To-
day the Albany zone drawvs its supl-
plies of super from Bunbury' and that
super is hauled at a vrf-v heavy loss
to the Railway Department. The Bull-
bury zone northi and east of Waterloo draws
its supplies from the metropolitan area, and
while farmers of thle State suffer economic
loss through delays in the deliveries of super
owing to the shortage of trucks at Picton
and ]3assendean, we have trains of empty
trucks leaving Albany. T feel quite safe in
saying that the blunder of placing the wvorks
fit Bunbury, instead of at Albany, cost the
Railway Department £25,000 this year, or
about £10,000 more than the full interest bill
onl the Denmark-Nornalup railway. When
I asked the Mfinister for Works to reelaimi
a site for super works on the water front
at Albany, he attempted to justify his re-
fusal by saying that the boundary of the
Albany' zone was at Boverine. He ignored
the econonice fact that it would be far more
economical to hal from Albany4 to Wagin
and Narrogin than from the metropolitan
works as at present. He has said, "Why
put works onl the water front at Albany
when they are not onl the water front at any
other port?" If the farmers in what I shall
term Albany's natural zone were drawing
their supplies from works on the wvater front
at Albany, the saving by having the works
So situated would be about £C10,000 in the
prioduc~tion of super. This would be because
of a saving of 3s. 4d. onl 60,000 tons., equal
to £10,000. So this is not a wild guess. The
placing of works at Bunbury results in a
saving. of only 2s. per ton onl anl average in
railage. The demand for super is rapidly
growing in the southern end of this State.
The Government to-day' has the chance not
only of enabling the farmers to obtain their
super at the minimum of cost, but of cut-
ting out a considerable loss to the railways.
'Tile wharfage charges onl phosphates and
sulphur will mote than pay the interest anti
sinking fund onl the cost of a wharf and a

reclaimed ,ite. Let the Government provide
the site and works will rapidly follow, and
the principal gainers will be our railways.
I am not jealous of Bunbury or of any other
port of the Stlate. Si!- George Buchanan's
statement -if the port is to be maintained"
is very suggestive. He referred to the fact
that a; feature or Australian port develop-
ment had been that lparts had been establ-
lished in unsuitable localities, and fine
natural liarbours a few miles away had been
neglected. lie spoke of Rockhamptou onl
the Fitzroy River in Queensland, and of the
natural harbour of Gladstone a few miLps
away; lie spoke of Newcastle and Port
Stephens in New South Wales; and he de-
finitely stated that it would be cheaper to
build railways to Albany than to spend thle
maney necessary to develop Bunbury. When
in Sydney I had the pleasure of meeting
Mr. Debenhain, the Chief Engineer of the
'Maritime Service Board of New South
W\alc4, and chairman of the Newcastle Ad-
visory Board. He has no alternative to-day
but to carry oil with the everlasting and con-
tiuous expense necessary to maintain New-
castle, becau.,e of the millions which private
enterpiise has sp~ent at Newcastle, and while
hie is everlastingly fighting Nature ait New-
castle, the natural harbour of Port Stephens
it few mile, away is lying idle. If any mem-
ber wvould like to have further information
about this tragedy, I would suggest that he
diseuss -Newcastle and Port Stephens with
our Town Planning Commissioner, Mr.
Davidson. It would be extremely interest-
iag to hear. what 11r. 1)ebenliam wvould think
of the (;overnment's action in placing thle
termiinal for the Wagin and Narrogin wneat
at Bunhmury instead of nt Albany. Then
there is the instance of Roickhiampton and
Gladstone in Queensland. A few weeks ago
the Royal Commissioners onl transport in
Queensland sulbmitted thelir report, and the
position of those two ports was discussed.
The Royal Commniss~ioners did not say that
Rockhamnpton should not be closed down
in preference to Gladstone. It is a
pity that that Royal Commission
(lid no t hav a* l 'oot or- shi 'p1 intil an as one
of it, jiendhers.. l do not want to see a
tragedy pas~-ed onl to posterity in this State
similar to tlmoe tragedies in New South Wales
and Queensland. There is a decided analogy
between Newea-tle, Rockhamipbon and
Bunbur *rv. Bin ihur ry has all the disadvantages
of N.-(ecastle and Rockhanmpton. anid has not
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their advantazes. Further, Albany is a far
uperior harbour than either Gladstone or

Port Stephens, Sir Gecorge Buchanan re-
poiled onI the question of Albany or Bun-
Inury hein-c developed as, an overseas port-

Tine advantagef would apparently lie with
Albany. At the port a eostly breakwater wvill.
be needed, and constanutly rceurrintg expense
will be necessary.

Bunlairy can he, developed into a first-class
port, but onlY at great expense for construe-
tion and matintenance. 'Whether it will be
politic to incur this expense is a matter for
consideration by Governmnent.

The Government is afraid to face this quez-
tion for fear of losing the Bunbury vote, and
so I suggest that the Royal Commission be
instrucoted to report. Since the C'ollier Gov-
erninient took office the fight against Nature
at JBunbury has east £260,000, and one has
only to make a periodical visit and view the
harbour from the lighthouse to see that
Nature is winning. Bunbury will never be
used to any great extent as an overseas part
for the South-West owing to its p~roximity
to Fremantle. As a financial proposition it
is a failure, the accrued unpaid interest on
the 30th June having been £C216,000. The
Harbour Board did not pay any interest last
year, and I note that the Government does
not expect any revenue from the port
this year. Bunibury is not only a drag on the
taxpayer; it is a drag on the State. it can-
not be made a first-class port and it prevents
the development of Albany. The "West Aus-
tralian" of the 4th November suggested
that a Royal Commission -should report on
our harbour administration. This proposed
Royal Commission must, if it is to report onl
the workings of our railways with their rela-
tion to modern transport facilities, also in-
ves-tigate our harbour administration, or
perhaps it would be more correct to say our
lack of harbour administration. If the
present port zone system is maintained our
piort charges must increase. Out of a total
debt of £90,000,000, our transport services
are responsible for over £38,000,000. In addi-
tion there are the millions that have been
s pent on our roads, and the untold millions
,,pent by the people generally on transport
facilities. We need a Royafl Commission
thoroughly to investigate the whole problem,
and the greatest publicity should be given to
the evidence and findings as the problem is
very little understood by the man in the
street. After a comparison of information
that I have been able to gather, I do not

blame our railway oivials eniirelv for the
unsatisfactory wrorking-; of oiii- railways, and
I know that if I were Commnissionter of Rail-
ways I would welcome the proposed Royal
Commission. The trouble to-day is this:
Every little district. coniders its own little
transport problem. We must look upon
transport as a national problem, Find our aim
must be for a national and complete system
of transport that will eniable our producers
to have transport facilities at the lowest
possible cost and maximum effliicy. I
trust that a Royal Commission will he ap-
pointed, and that it wrill be asked to investi-
gate bow this lowering of costs can be
brought about.

IMr. WITHERS: t move-
That the clplbnte ho adjourned.

Motion put, and] a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for _ .

M r. Coverley
Mr. Crogs
Mr. Doust
N1r. Fos.

Mr. Hawks
Mr. Hiegacy
MSeS HOLEDan
M~r. Johnson
M r. Lembgrt
Mr. Marshall
M r. Millington
Mr. Mitnses

Mrs. Oardnl.Oliver
Mr. Ferguson
Mr. Hill
Mr, Hugbes
Air Mann
31r: McDonald
Mr. MoLa~rty
Mr. North

-. .. .. 23
16

.7

Ar ce.
Mr. Nulgen
Mr. Rodoreda
Mr. llesinan.
Al r. F.. 0. 1.. Smith
Mr. Styamas
Mr. Tonkin
Mr. TmY
.k r. Wilcack
Mr. Wise
Mr. Withers
MrF. Wilson

(Teller.>

Nona.
Mr Patrick
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seward
Mr. Shearn.
Mr. Thorn
Mr. Warner
ASir. Wattsl

Mr. Doney
(Teller.)

Motion thus passed: the debate adjourned.

BILir-BETTING CONTROL.

Second Reading.
MR. MARSHALL (Murehison) [9.34J

in moving the second reading said: In view
of the fact that the Bill has been before the
Chamber on two previous occasions in the-
same form, and the subject having been fully
dealt with on a motion moved by myself four
years ago, I shall not delay hon. members
by -oing fully into the pros and eons of the
question. T would like to agree with those
who really believe that drastic legislation, if

cutuoreed, could entirely eradicate betting-.

2044
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Such an opinion is held by numerous people
who will never be convinced that they are
wronir, notwithstanding that all records and
all discoverable evidence show conclusively
that there is no possibility of making p~eople
highly virtuous by Act of Parliament.
More particularly is it difficult to enforce
legislation which ii' the general opinion is
not just. I have heard hon. members state
repeatedly that all -we need do is to enforce
the law's of Western Australia and betting
will be eradicated. Nothing could be further
from the fact, because such attempts have
heen made. Similar attempts have been
made in South Australia and Victoria as
well as other States. I shall not elaborate
on South Australian preventive legislation.
I desire merely to say that every possible at-
tempt by legislation was made there, and
failed miserably to fulfil the hopes of its
supporters. All it did was to drive start-
ing price bettors and illegal bettors into
secluded spots. The deplorable position re-
stilted that in South Australia betting took
plae in private homes, with telephones in-
stalled, and that children were sent into the
street to be pimps watching for the police.
Bookmakers employed 590-odd pimps, irra-
spective of the number employed by the
p0olice to pimpil on the bookmakers in their
turn. All sorts of shops, fruit and butcher
shops, hotels and so forth, were taking bets.
The anti-betting legislation proved abso-
lutely, valueless. The law was drastic, and
imposed imprisonment. Thereupon a sub-
stitute appeMared in the shop, the bookmaker
himself never showing up there. Upon
prosecution and conviction the substitute
went to gaol, the book-maker- paying his
11ages. No one was considered a criminal
becriuse of having becen in prison for running

astarting-prc shop. English, Irish and
African records alike show that amended
laws, pase as the result of inquirieq by
select committees. Royal ^commissions atnd
other bodies, were entirely' without efieed. I
know that every member of the Charaber
lha- already his or her mind made up. What
I have to say as to the advisableness oif
legalising betting, I had better leave to the
Committee stage, if the Bill paseses the
second reading. The member for Sabiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) an evening or two
ago painted a deplorable picture of a youth
having spent his rmny on betting. Aly
ambition is to 1)1event that. I can tell the
member for Subiacto she need have no fear.
If by legislation she did attemipt to abolish

starting-price, shops, she would not abolish
the anomaly of which she spoke an evening
or two ago. The child would go elsewhere,
where betting facilities were available, as is
the case in Victoria to-day. There are
people who assert that in Victoria there is
310 betting, but our "Hansard" has recorded
letters to myself from the Victorian Com-
mnissioner of Police, the Victorian Leader of
the Opposition, and the Leader of the Vic-
torian Labour Party candidly avowing that
one can get a bet anywhere in Mielbourne
for fromt 5s. to £1,000. Suppression has
been tried, and found utterly useless. All
that remains is to control betting and get
rid of the anomalies. I have never made
a bet in my life, and never will make one.
No law will ever induce me to make
a bet. But if I wanted to bet, no law would
stop me from doing so. It is not altogether
a matter of encouraging youth to gamble. I
quote a passage from the report of the
South Australian Royal Commission on
Betting, as follows:-

When the Church of England was invited to
give evidence, the Lord Bishop of Adelaide
replied that lie did mot desire to do so, but
in an address to the Rotary Club (in 9th March,
1933, oii ''The Ethics of Gamibling," he ex-
pressed his views on this subject as follows.
After dealing with the moral, social and econ-
camne evils of gambling, hie said that legisla-
tion directed to its total suppression would do
more hiart tian good, because it would not
have the bulk of public opinion bhlind it;
that State control of betting did not go to the
root of the evil, amid that the most urgent
mnced was the cea tion of a right public opin-
ion.

I have spoken oil that aspect in this Cham-
ber. 1 res.pectfully suggest that if we want
our youth to be warned against these alleged
ev-ils wve should give them instruction on the
sulbject during the last year or two before
leaving school. Then upon coming from
school they will be equipped to resist temp-
ta tion, and in tha t way wye may make citi-
zenis of them. But it is absurd, after havin~g
left them in that environment, to try to pre-
vent them from gambling The Bill is pre-
cisely the same as I introduced on two pre-
vious occasions. In the main it is based
upon South Australian legislation of the
past three or four years. It provides for
control of betting by a board, on which the
metropolitan courses and country clubs and
also the Government will have representa-
tin. The hoard will finance the clubs
through fees obtained from the licensing of
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shops and agents an(I bookmakers. The
hoard will have to see that the charges ale
sufficient to cover all expense. It will not
he comipetent for any licens;ed bookmnaker
to bet with a person under the influence of
liquor, or showingr any signs of the influence
of liquor, hor with a minor. In other words,
the 'measure will get rid of all those
aitounalies which appear now in connection
with starting--price betting. The Bill is not
all that is desired. however, I cannot intro-
duce a mneasure inposing taxation, and
therefore I cannot render the same justice
to the clubs as is rendered to them in Tas-
mania and South Australia. I can only in-
troduve a Bill in conformity with the Stand-
ing Orders, and I have clone the best .£ can
in this ineasure. It is short, and can he read
and thorou~ghly understood in half an hour.
As% regards South Australia, from personal
observation I can say that no fault can he
found with the systemn there. I disagree
with the opinion expressed by Mr. E. Lee
Stecre on his return from there, The only
fault lie c-ould find with the legalisalion or
betting in South Australia was that you
could sov' people going into a betting shop
aln;ut 200 yards from your door. One can
see people going into all sorts of shops-
beer shops, drapers' shops, grocers' shops
and other shops; but if it is a starting-price
shop Mr. Lee Steere objects. His critieisyri
shows exactly how beneficial the South Aus-
tralian legislation has proved. As men-
tioned I'm the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughest) an evening or two ago, it is an-
fair for the Government to sit idly by and
allow- men to he prosecuted week after week
for making hets in Perth shops while one
can go to Tattersalls Club and bet freely- in
the basement. No one is ever arrested
there. One can bet there as much as one
likes. But if one goes to somebody else's,
shop to make a bet, one is liable to be pro-
secuted. I have never yet heard of a book-
maker heingq taken fromn Tattersall'%.

Members: One has been.
'Mr. 'MARSHALL: Raids on Tattersall',.

are most rare. About ten -men operate ther.
Any-way, I agree with the attitude of the
member for East Perth, that if it is immoral
and wrong to bet anywhere, it is equally
wronix and immoral to bet on a racecourse.
No Government shbould tolerate such an ano-
maly. Either no prosecutions whatever
should be allowed, or th' e police should jo
out on the racecourse and bring in offender%

from there. The ret urn laid on the Table
to-night is a revelation. We can see from the
figures that some afthe1 propnietary race-
course clubs. are gettinge as much as £1,000
a year from totalisator fractions.

Mr. Raphael: The trots get a sight more!
MrI. MNARSHALL: Some of those clubs

average £1,000 a year train fractions, whble
showing a profit otherwise. The poor un-
fortunate punter goes out to the raceour~se
and thinks he is doing wonderfully well by
p)utting- money on the totalisator. To him
the figares in the return should hie a revela-
tion. They show the robbery that is taking
place. I take strong exception to it. flay-
infz rigard to the fact that I have traversed
this matter already three or four limes I
shall not delay' the House any longer. If
the Bill zoes into Conunittee I will reply
to any oljictions that may be raised. I do
not think any ease can be presented that
cannot lie knocked over. T move-

That tihe Bill he read a second time.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

BIL-LOOAL OOURTS ACT
AMENDMENT.
Second? Ihn ding.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [9.461 in mov-
ing the second readinEg said: I do not anti-
cipate much opposition. to this small Bill,
because the principle of not causinz any
undue hardship in the places where distresses
are made, was ag-reed. to last session. The
Local Courts Act was passed 34 years ago,
and many changest have since taken place.
The Bill proposes to protect furniture that
is not protected under the 1904 Act. That
lack of protection is right out of keeping
with present-day sentiment. For the benefit
of hon. members I will read the proviso to
Section 126 of the parent Act to which I
propose the addition of a. few wo-rds. The
proviso is, as follow:-

Provided tha-.t the following goods shall he
protce from scizure:-Wearing appareT(l Of
sulch person to the vaiue of £V), and of "his wife
to tile vale of £5. and of hi4 family to thme
value of £2for each nmeinlwr thereof depend-
ent on him.

The proviso in my Bill is exactly the same
up to that point. Thle parent Act then goes
on to protect bedding to the value of £C5 and
nit additional sum of C1 for eachl member
of the family depeniknt on the man,
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implenients of trade to the value of
15, and family photographs and por-
traits. The change which I propose shall
be made is that after the word "bedding"
the words "household furniture and appli-
anile" to the value of £25; implements of
trade to the value of £:25" shall be inserted.
Under the parent Act it would be possible
for bedding to be protected to the tune of
£11 or £12 according to the members of the
family, but under the original Act even the
baby's cradle would not be protected, nor-
would any other furniture. The times dur-
ing which the parent Acet were passed were
very different from those of to-day. The
average wage paid in Perth was then 6s. per
day, as against 14s. now, so that the change
I ant suggesting is only comuparative with the
changed values, and it is only a fair pro-
position that for the benefit of women and
children a certain limited amount of furni-
ture should be protected. In regard to tools
of trade, under the parent Act these were
proteecd only to the extent of V3. Take
the case of a woman who earns her living
with a sewing machine. It is not possible
to buy a new sewving machine to-day for £C5.
Again, take the ease of a man who might
get his living with aii old truck carting wood
or hlackboy. That truck becomes his tool
of trade, and it is not much of a truck if
it is worth only £ 5. Further, take the case
of a carpenter with a kit of tools. The sum
of £5 would not covr the value of a kit of
tools to-day. It may have done so in 1904,
but owing to the changed Values it is only
a miodest carpenter's kit which does not cost
more than £25 to-day, . It is entirely out
of touch with modern sentiment that farm-
title is ]lot pro0tected at all. The additional
amount of protection I ant asking is only
reasonable. If a person obtains a judgment
against another person for debt, and if after
taking away the bedding of that poison the
individual concerned had no more than £10
or £12 worth of furniture at present-day
values, it should not be distrained at all. I
am hopeful that hion. members will support
the provisions of the Bill. If one goes into
a home where there arc goods worth only
£10 or £e12 and there is a family of fire or
six children, and if one realises that the
furniture includes electrical fittings, the
baby's cradle and chair, linoleum and crock-
ery, it will readily be seen that that family
has not got very much. In South Australia
the L-ocal Courts Act, which was passed in

1907 protects the mangle and sewing
machine. The Act also contains a special
definition relating to the values of furniture,
which our Act does not. Value is defined
as meaning value at a forced sale. Hon.
members will realise that there is a tremend-
ous difference between the value of goods
distressed, the real value, and the value at
a forced sale. I attenaded a few distress sales
at couple of years ago, and I can assure mem-
bers it is a painful experience to see goods
and chattels of people put up at an enforced
sale. At such sales goods worth £20 or £30
are sold for £2 or £E3. It is pretty miser-
able. We have no provision in, that regard,
and I decided it was a fair thing that if
people had not got £25 worth of goods in-
eluding bedding they should not he distrained
oil at all. New Zealand last year amended
its Act, and under flhat Act (No. 13 of
19:36), which came into operation oil the
11th June, 1936, absolute protection fromt
seizure was granted for goods to the value
of £U25. That was a very good example for
us to follow. The -Minister has informed
me that he would like an adjournment, and
(am going to appeal to lion, members to see

by, supporting this amending measure that
in the cause of fairness there is no undue
hardship p~laced oil the women and children
of this State. It does not mean veryv much,
and I want to impress upon members that
if in a homec where there are four or five or
even six children there arc chattels worth
only £25, the ml pressing for his pound of
flesh would he inhuman if he desired to
touch wha t would be the minimum requiire-
ments of life. In the interests of hiumanity
I appeal to members, to give the Bill a kick
along and amend the law of the State in a
way that will protect the unfortunate people
as they- thlemselves would like to be protected
ia similar e ircunistanrces. I mlove-

That the Bill lie now read a scr-ond timie.

()n motion by Minister for Justice, debate
adjourned.

BILL-CONSTITUTION ACTS
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Order of the IDay read for the resumption

fronm the 8th September of the debate on the
second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In, (oojnli itc.

Mr. Ilegney in the Chair; 'Mr. Hughes in,
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

Clause 2--Definitions:
Mr. HUGHES : I move anl aniendmuent-
That thle diefinition of ' representative

votes'' be struck out and the following in,-
serted in lieu:-' 'Representative vot, '9 means
a vote of the members of either the Legisla-
tive A.enil,v or the Legislative Councvil (or of
a joint sitting thereof whereat each niiber
of the Legislative Assembly is allowedl a nui.
her of votes equal to the number of persons
earolled for the electorate lie represents at the
date of the last preceding general election ot
memnbers of the Legislative Assembly, and earl,
mnember of the Legislative Council is allowed
a number of v'otes equal to the whole niumbler
nearest to one-third of the whole number of
persons, carolled for the province hie repre-
sents at tixe (late of the last preceding general
lcction for niendbcrs of the Legislative Coun-

cil.

fta the original Bill miembers of the Council
were given the same voting strength as the
Assembly members, whereas in fact there are
three representatives of each provjince ac,
against one representative for eaeh Assembly

electorate.
Mr. McDONALD: r miust admoit that with

the multiplicity of other Bills and or select
committees I h;ave not been able to giv this
Bill the attention that should be given to a
Bill proposing an alteration of the Constitu
tion of the State. From a hurried examina-
tion of the Bill I do not favour the provision
for representative voting. It seems to me
that if the Bill is to amend the Constitution
wye should eliminate the artificial provisionl
that deals with representative voting. IUnder
it one member in a metropolitan constituency
would have the voting powver of perhaps foure
or five members in other parts of the State.
That is not in accordance with the modern
view. ]In New South Wales there is a provi-
sion to meet the case of a deadlock between
the twvo Houses, but in that State there is
not any provision for representative voting
of the kind mentioned in this Bill. The sys-
tem in New South Wales provides that if
a Bill be passed by the Assemibly and rejected
bye the Council in two consecutive sessions,
thte Government may call a joint meeting of
both Houses. They have two other courses
provided, one of which is that the Bill mniht
be submitted to representatives of the people,
the other being that the Governor umight dis-
solve the Assembly. Then if the Bill were

passed again by the A- eiill v it could be
presented to the Governor for the Royal as-
senut. I suggestA to the bon. member that he
(-oneur in a motion that progress be reported.
We would then have opportuinity for placing
oni the Notice Paper any amendments that
nmembers might desire.

Mr. HUGHES: I ami afraid that if the
Bill does not iro through Committee tonight
the chances of its becoming law will be very
slight. I point out to the member for West
Perth that this representative voting is only
to lbe used in ease of a final passing of legis-
lation without the concurrene of the two,
]Jouses. It mak-es no alteration in the legis-
lation that is passed by the Houses as con-
stituted ait present. It is for dealing with
deadlocks that take place between the twoe
Hfouses. (Index' the present system it is pos-
sible for lioasilvc-Jarticularlv in another
place-to become law without those measures
having the support of the majority. Also it
is possible tor members representing 25 lper
cent , of the aggregate electorates to carry a
vote over thle hleads of ineaihers; representing
75 per cent, of that aggregate. I hope the
aindimeat wil hI e agr, ed to.

Hon. 1". 1). FERGUSON: I did not clearly
hear the amiendmnen when it was read out,
hut I ii derstand it is onl similar lines to the
provision in the Bill. If that be so, it i&
goling to alter the Constitution in a way that
wvould be pre'judicial to the smnall elector-
ites in this Sta te. For instance, when a
vote was beingz taken, the member for East
Perth might have the equivalent of 10,000P
votes while the ,,,ember for Pilbarra had the
equivalent of only 400 or 500 votes. Are we
going to pacs such anl amendment ats that of
the Constitution Act? I would be opposed
to it, and( the people I represent would he
opposed to it also, Surely an electorate like
Kimberley is entitled to the same vote as
an electorate like East Perth or any other
metropolitan electorate. Anything else
would be disfranchising the people of the
outback.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause putl and negatived.

Clauses :3, 4, Title-put and negatived.

[The Speaker requmned the Chair.]

Hill reported w~ith amendments.

Mr. SPEAKER : The question is that con-
sideration of the Committee's report be
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made an order of the day for the next sitting
of the House.

Mr. Hughes called for a division.
Question put, and the House divided, all

members voting in the affirmative.
MrY. SPEAKER: I declare there is no oc-

Pasion for a division.
Question thus passed.

MOTION-AGRICUJLTIURE, LIGHT
LANDS.

To inquire by Select Committee.
Debate resumed from the 0th September

on the following motion by Hon. C. 0.
Lath am:

That in order to proniote the nisintuin oceu-
pation of, and maximumi production fromii, the
light lands and poison-infested lands of this
State, and in ord~er to ensure a mnore equitable
relationship between the present charged price
of stch lands (by- the Government or by any
company or persons disposing of such lands
whether alienated or unalienatil) and the pre-
sent cost of profitably working such Thuds, a
select committee be appointed to inquire into
and report upon the terms, conditions, prices,
and methods of disposal of suchi lands, to-
gether with the question of what encouirage-
mient is given to promote their use, anti, fur-
tlher, to make such reconimieudotions as is
thoughit proper for the purpose of achieving
tim object of this resolution.

MR. PATRICK ((ireenough) [10.201: T
support the motion. We were considering
the railway position a little while ago. It
is very important for Western Australia
from the railway point of view that these
light lands should be developed to a greater
extent than they are at present. They con-
stitute a problem peculiar to Western Aus-
tralia. In no other State arc there to be
found such extensive areas of light land as
are to he found here. In other countries,
where the population is great, such as Ocr-
'many, areas of this type have been con-
verted into first class laud by the intensive
cultivation of blue lupin, which does well in
parts, of Western Australia, and other
methods of the kind. In Western Australia
during the wheat boom, large areas of tbis
c-ass of country were developed to a con-
siderable extent. It grew crops fairly well
for a year or two, and was more or less
satisfactory w-hen wheat was at a high price.
Unfortunately it has now gone right out of
development. That was an entirely wrong
warv to tackle this class of land. First of all

it has to be built up or improved so that it
will grow pastures and carry stock. To
grow wheat upon it is only to take away its
fertility, and in the course of a year or
two it begins steadily to go back. In my
experience the best way to deal with this
land is to grow crops such as oats and lupin,
and feed them off so that there is fertility
beinag returned to the soil all the time. I
understand the Government has no objection
to the appointment of a select committee to
inquire into this question. On behialf of the
Leader of the Opposition I thank the Minis-
ter for Lands for the consideration he has
given tn the matter.

MR. ?CULSEN (Kanownal [10.2-31: 1F
suipport the motion. There are great pos-
sibilities for our light lands, provided the
price is not too high. There are exKtensive
areas of such lands in my electorate, particu-
larly in the Esperance district, where the
rainfall is good. It has been proved there
that this typo of land will produce good
crops and good fodder. Its possibilities are
grreat. I do not think the opportunity

shudbe mnissed of developing the light
lands. I have no intention of going into de-
tails to-night. I listened to others speaking
of the possibilities of light land in parts of
the State other than in my district. The ap-
pointment of a9 select committee will give us
:iii opportunity to investigate the possibili-
ties of this tylp of country. I feel sure that
considerable areas of our light lands will
produce more wheat than aL good deal of the
heavier land. I have not-iced that a good
deal of this light land has no alkali upon it.
Tn my electorate Dr. Teakle has investigated
a considerable portion of it, and says it is
free from alkali and has a good subsoil.
The light lands in my electorate that have
been properly worked, and where agricul-
tural science has been applied1 have proved
quinte prolific. I will content myself by ex-
pressing the hope that a select commnittee
will be appointed to investigate the whole
position.

MR. HILL (Albany) 110.2.51: I support
the motion. I can recall a remark by a
former Governor of this State, Sir Harry
B~arron, who said on one occasion that people
who took up land in Western Australia re-
mninded him of the hoy who s:at down with
a plum pudding and picked out all the
plums. That has been the position of land
settlement in this State. Only the plums
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have been picked out. A few weeks ago I
was present at a field dlay at Wongan Hills.
Some of the land there seemed to consist of
nothing but pure white sand, but it was
marvellous to see crops glowing upon soil
of that nature. At the southern end of the
State wye have quite a different proposition.
It may interest member., to know that some-
where about 1826 the question of establish-
ing the first townsite inl Western Australia
was considered in relation to the Kalgan
River. t'pfortunaitcly there was not sufficient.
good land there to warrant the establishment
of a townsite. Had that been done, the his-
tory of Western Australia would be very dif-
ferent from what it is to-day. I am con-
vinced that with proper treatment our poor
land down south will give good results, just
as good as it does at Wongan Hills. 'No
doubt the people of Wongan Hills wvould
laugh at our attempt to grow wheat in our
district as I smiled at their pasture. In my
opinion, people have ploughed too deeply in
ground of this kind, with the result that the
sour land was turned up. I slln conifident
that we are finding- out how to work these
poor lands and grow good pastures. I think
the appointment of a select committee will
do an immense amount of good. I support
the motion.

Qu.stion put and passed.

Select Commnittee Appointed.
Ballot taken, and a committee appointed

consisting of Messrs. ('overley, Ferguson,
Nulsen, Patrick and the mover, with power
to call for p~ersons aind papers, to sit on days
over whieh the Rouse stands adjourned, and
to report on the 8th December.

BILL-GROWERS CHARGE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 29th September.

THE MINISTE.R FOR LANDS (Hon.
11. F. Troy-M1t. Mfagnet\ [10.35]: 1 should
imagine that one would be in a very happy
position if he could move for the introduc-
tion of Bills of this description, without any
sense of responsibility. one would feel verv
happy in thinking hie could confer great
advantages on a section of the peopie by the
p'as~age of a measure of this kind. I ap-
proach this Bill quite impartially' , particularly
as it makes no attempt to undermine the

Agricultural Bank and destroy it. Having
in mind the fact that the Bank has always
beeu generous to its clients, that it is forced
to accept clients that sometimes the Com-
missioners think should not he brought with-
in the scope of the institution, and that the
Bank has written down indebtedness to an
extent that has even lbeen appreciated by the
member for Avoin (Mr. Boyl ve), I think it
my duty to support it when necessary. If
the Agricultural Bank were a reactionary in-
stitution, I would have no sympathy with its
administration. On the contrary, from long
experience, I know its generosity, its hel-
fulness, its s -ympathetic administration, and
the long-suffering patience of its admnis-
trators. Since its establishment was
financed by the people, I always accept
my respoinsibility with regard to the Bank.
As to the Bill, the intention of the member
for Avon, althoughi hie did state-he did
not do it with very good race, is that the
statutory rights of the Bank shall be pro-
tected, and so it would appear from that
standpoint that I have no quarrel with the
purpose of the Bill in respect to its effect on
the operations of the Agricultural Bank.
But in connection with all such legislation,
the House nmust hare regard to the mannier
in which the fanner may be affected, should
legislation of this description become law.
The intention of the Hill is to secure to the
grower 4d. per bushel for eveny bushel har-
vested, or 3s. per acre for every acre not ex-
ceedingl 500, and is. per acre in excess of
that total. In other words, if the groiwer
harvests 15i bushels to the acre, adopting the
basis of 4(1. per bushel, he will he entitled to
5s. per acre, after statutory charges have
been met and also the cost of putting in and
taking off the crop. Those liens and the
charges for putting in and taking off the
crop are the only ones that take priority to
the grower's rights under the Bill. He may
have other creditors with rights under a bill
of sale but they are excluded until the
grower receives hlis charge. There is a gene-
ral sympathy felt for the grower because
of the conditions through which this State
has passed in the last six or seven years. It
may appear that this gives the grower some-
thing that will not only make him more
satisfied but will give him some hope in the
future. 'What I am concerned about is how
this is going to affect the grower's credit.
The interest due to the Agricultural Bank
has to be paid and the advances and refunds
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made iw the Banik are prottected. But that
(1oes not apply with respect to the releases
made by the Banik or ally other institution
to enable the fanner to purchase require-
ments for the forthcoming season. In other
words, suppose the farmer owes the Bank
£100 interest. The Bank has a right to col-
lect that. That is not being interfered with
in this legislation. But suppose the farmer
wants a new implement or jutes; or machi:,-
ery oils or spar'e parts. He comes to
the Bank and the Bank says, "We will
release portion of our interest (say ,
£50), in order that you may make a
deposit on the harvester you want or that
you may purchase parts, o il or other things."
In that ease thme Banik may lose the
amount that is made by way of release. In
such circumstances the Bank will not bep en-
couraged to make releases. It will see that
that is bad business, and this legislation will
handicap the farmer in that way. The mea-
sure will be no good to the client of the
Agricultural Bank-the hon. member admits
that-because once the fanner pays his sta-
tutor.Y claim of one year's interest, he can
do what he likes with the rest of his pro-
ceeds.

Mr. Boyle: Up~ to a certain point.
The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: But this

will prevent the Bank from making releases
when it is known that they are jeopardised
by legislation of this kind. The hon. mem-
ber stated that this measure was regarded
with a lot of symnpathy in the city. I do not
know about that. I have had a letter from
the Chamber of Commerce informing me
that it is absolutely opposed to this legisla-
tion, and that if it is passed no one will be
inclined to give the farmer credit. That
letter has not influenced me in the slightest
degree because, as I said during the discus-
sion on another measure in this House, mem-
bers must accept their responsibility in re-
spet to legislation of this character While
the hon. member states that he has met
people who regard this legislation with sym-
pathy, the only information I hare-infor-
mation I have not sought-from people who
,should know and who are interested, is that
they are opposed to it. I do not think many
financial institutions; will he disposed to makie
advances from year to year unless there is
some possibility of their debts% being paid.
All the financial institutions standing behind
their clients do not continue to finance them
merely to gret interest payments for
one Year, hut because they hope at

some time to recover portion of the
old debt. They provide that the squatter or
the farmer is carried on in the hope that
one year there will be a big return and, in
addition to paying interest, the settler wvill
also reduce the debt owing to the institution.
T do not think those institutions will be satis-
fied with this legislation, although the hon.
member assured the House that they would
be. This legislation will also force financial
institutions to take a bill of sale to protect
themselves for 'he advances made, and the
farmer must be put to great expense in that
connection. It may appear to hon. mem-
bers that the grower will be able to get what
lie reg-ards as a reasonable return for his
labour, and that he may utilise that return
in any way he thinks fit. Members think
that thiis will give the grower, say, £100. Of
course it will not, though they say it will,
and they think that the grower will do as be
likes with that amount of money. But what
w~ill happen? The institution that is financ-
ing, himI in regard to the next year, will take
cognisance of that £100 and limit his ad-
vances in consequence. When the farmer
comes for £200 or £800 by way of advance,
the institution will say, "You already have
£100 from your crop." And whereas they
w~ould have advanced £300, they will only
give him V200.

Hon. P. D. Fertnison: That will not do
any hann.

The MNISTER FOR LANDS: That
happened in respect of advances made by
the Commonwealth Government under the
various Acts which gave a bonus to settlers
,)n an acreage basis when wheat was a low
priece. The flinancial institutions always took

thant --rant into consideration. They asked
the farner what he needed to carry on for
the following year, and when the fanner re-
plied, "51W," they told him that be had
£100 from the bonus and that therefore his
advance would be limited hr what he had
already received. That may happen from
this legislation. The flinancial institu-
tions and the merchants will say, "You
have £100 secured by this legislation
and any advance we give you will be
reducedi by that amnount." That is what I
think will happen; it might not, hut I know
it has happened in hundreds of cases, so I
put the matter forward for the consideration
of the House. If that happens the whole
object of the Hill will be defeated. If the
Bill pass the second reading I think
it ought to go to a select committee,
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for the House should have the fullest
information in regard to it. There are
members of the House who would like to
exjnesi their opinions about ,Bills of this
character; but they do not like to
take up an attitude of opinion because very
likely their intention will be misconstrued.
Also there are members on the Opposition
side who have doubts about this legis-
lation. All legislation of this descrip-
tion ought to be thoroughly well in-
vestigated by the taking of evidence before
a select conmnittee. I would have no objec.
tion to that course, and indeed I think it
ought to be done. I have no strong objec-
tion to the proposals of the hon. member in
this BillI. If it be passed I hope the farmers
will not be encouraged to put in a large area
crop) under indifferent conditions. That
would be very bad business, both for the
State and for the fanner also. Some people
may be encouraged to increase the acreage
in the expectation of at least 3s. per acre
from the proceeds. In consequence large
areas might be put in under indifferent con-
ditions. Nothing could be worse than en-
couraging settlers to put in large areas of
land under indifferent conditions. Yet that
temptation is here.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Three shillings an
acre would not tempt thenm.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
yet to learn that there are many farmers in
the country who can properly farm more
than 500 acres annually. it will be found
that the average cropping by farmers in
Western Australia who exceed 500 acres is
not always of a high class. It is a good man
who can fallow 500 acres and crop 500 acres,
and he would not be able to do it with an
ordinary horse team. In this Bill "Crops"
mean wheat, barley and oats, whether for hay
or for grain, and all cereal crops. That is
the definition. So under the Bill the farmer
who grows oats for sheep will be entitled to
4d. a bushel and 35. per acre. If he grows
barley he will get 3s. per acre, and if he
grows the crop for hay he will get 3s. per
acre. So it might be argued, why should a
fanner grow oats and feed stock with the
oats and collect 3s. per acre, when he gets
the return from his stock and wool? A-nd
the same reasoning applies to barley. There
is one other matter I wish to discuss: The
bon. member said this principle was taken
from the New South Wales Act. But the
New South Wales Act applies only to
farners% under control, whereas this applies

to every farmer in the country. Where a
fanner is under control and the whole of
his income is received by a supervisor, as
under the New South WVales Act, such legis-
lation can easily be policed. In New South
Wales all the farmers who are alleged
to enjoy this principle are under the
control of a supervisor. So in New
South Wales this principle applies
only in a very limited measure. Not all the
farmers, but only a small section of them
arc affected by this legislation in New South
Wales. The hon. member has made no pro-
vision in the Bill for policing the measure.
Who is going to police itll Who is going to
measure up all the acreage of these farmers
when there is a dispute between the
creditor and the fanner? And who is
going to keel) the records and make
the necessary investigations? I want to
know who is going to do all this work. The
hon. member does provide in certain
circumstances commission for somebody,
I suppose for the person who is
looking after the farmer's interests, but
that commission will be a charge against the
fanner, too. Who is going- to police the
whole of this work in Western Australia?
Numerous inspectors may be required to
do it. It appears to me that no one will
I olice the measure at all. The Government
will not appoint inspectors to do it.
The Gov erment will not put the Agri-
culturl Bank in the invidious position
of sending inspectors around inspecting andi
interrogating farmers with whom they are
not concerned.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: They know the
areas of every one of their clients, and you
can trust the Associated Banks to know
theirs.

The MTNISTER FOR LANDS: But
there are other institutions and the
people who finance the farmers during
the year. I say candidly that the Agricul-
tural Bank will not regulate the measure. The
member for Avon said there was a reign of
tenror throughout the Wheat belt on account
of the Agricultural Bank's operations. Of
course that is nonsense. But even if it did
exist, are we going to perpetuate the reign
of terror and increase it by making Agricul.
tural Bank inspectors the policemen in this
business) That is not their work at all.
The hon. member knows that the Bill can-
not be administered under regulations, but I
assure him that the Government will not go
to the expense of app~ointing inspectors to
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settle disputes that may arise. I pre-
fer to see this legislation referred to
a select committee. I am not op-
posed to the farmer or to any other man
getting all that he can get legitimately. I
am not opposed to giving all possible con-
sideration to the people of this country,
whether they be farmers, graziers or squat-
ters, by means of legislation of this kind,
but if the legislation is going to emharrasb
the farmers, it will be of no use coming
to the Government, because we cannot
finance them. It will not be possible
for any farmer to contract himself out
of this measure. I suppose the hon, mem-
ber had a purpose in including that provi-
sion. In Victoria, however, thousands of
farmers have contracted themselves out of
the Act merely because they found them-
selves embarrassed with respect to finance.
That is what I fear would happen here. As
I said before, the measure would not affect
any Government institution at all, but it
would affect other interests and the Rouse
must share the responsibility. I am pre-
pared to give every farmer all possible en-
couragement. If it can be done by means
of this legislation, I have no opposition to
offer to it, but I warn the House that I fear
it may have the effect of embarrassing the
farmer, nnd it is only right that the position
should be made clear.

On motion by Mr.
.adjourned.

Wilson, debate

House adjourned at 11.5 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.

Vocational Training.

Ron. H. V. PIESSE (for Hfon. A. Thomn-
son) asked the Chief Secretary: In vjew of
the fact that the Governments of New South
Wales and Victoria have decided to contri-
bute a similar amount to that provided by
the Federal Government to assist unem-
ployed youths to become efficient by way of
vocational training so that they may be
absorbed in profitable employment-il, What
steps has the State Government taken to
provide vocational training in this State for
those youths who, owing to the depression,
lost their opportunity of learning a trade
or profession? 2, How does the Govern-
meat propose to utilise the £16,000 allocated
to it by the Federal Government for the
purpose of providing opportunities for the
lost legion in Western Australia to become
useful citizens9 3, Is it the intention of the
Government to supplement a minimum pound
for pound from State funds so that the youth
of Western Australia may be afforded a
like opportunity to those of the Eastern
States to learn a trade?7

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
By the extensions of the operations Of the
School of Mines and Technical School train-
ing for employment. In the year 1930,
students enrolled totalled 4,159. This year
the students numbered 6,040. Apprentices
registered in 1930 numbered 356. Up to
the present time this year the number was
430. 2, The conditions attached to the Com-
monwealth Grant of £14,000 for the train-
ing of youth for employment were that as
far as possible the grant was to he used for
capital expenditure associated with the pur-
chase of land, the erection of buildings, the
installation of machinery and equipment,

[74]
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